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TO THE MOST REVEREND 
FATHER IN GOD, AND MY 
VERY HONORABLE GOOD 

".LORDE 
George.,, Lord Archbiſhop of (anterburie.. 
his Grace, Primate and Metropoli- 
tane of all England. 


T 5 £3025 7 may ſceme firange (moſt rexerend, and 
Fy a mine honowrable good Lorde) that in this 
Q o Vo | /carned age of thewor[d,wherin the truth. 
"4. 


al 
L YT, of leſus Chrift bath giz6(o cleare.a light, 


1% | and that God of his mercie hath reſtored 
wp J the Goſpel unto vi, & cauſed the F 
SINE } thereof to ſhine owner all Conntreys inſnch 


' fort, as now the ſimple, the unlearned, the 
rich, the learned,the worYhipful, the Honorable, the States and 
Princes of the world are become the Profeſſors,and maintainers », yo 
of tt,there ſhould notwit | ,enF in this kingdome Temaine 1, p.j11c De- 
ſuch a number ofytcuſant Papiſts as the Papits theſelues haze dicuoric to 
made theer crakes and van, ftilng them all , with the name of the Kiag. 
Dmtifull and well deſerning Subiethy, How Dutifull ſubtefts 
they hane bene,quid audiam verb videifacta?Legrbe 
ſtendrie iended mnaſions againſt this King dome, and forrame 
prattiſer abroad, procured onely by their meaner: let theiy trai«. 
. Peres, and rebellions emerpriſes,their pinate plottes, maching- 


THE EPISTLE 

ietl, whoſe deadly batred and onnaturall prafliſer 4gabf onr 
Church and Common-neale,haxe proned by mary degreesfar 
more dangerous then ener were the prattiſer,and plettes,C+ re« 
bellions of that curſed ſeede of the Canunites, Awimonitss, and 
Jebuſites againſt the ſtate aud gouernment of the 1raclites, the 
choſen people of God. Touching the number of recuſant papiſts 
in other ſpires,] hawe no great skull:it may be it ts greater in tale 
then it is jn ſtrength. But howſocner it be,the greater the niabey 
of thi s, the greater danger accrueth beth to the Prince &- ſtute 
of this Land. Onely thus mych I may truly affirme, that if all 
the Pronince of Canterbury wereas —__ that leproſic and 
contagious inſe ion of Peperie,as is the Dioceſe of Canterbury, . 
the Papiſt ſhould hae [mall cauſe 10 make their boaſt & crakes 
of ſo many & ſo manic. For whereas there are in the Dicceſe 
of Canterburie & Rocheſter, ſome 3g8. pariſhes, betweene go, 
& anbadredthouſand commnicants,there nere not(as [am we* 
ry crediblie enformed) found of record the laſt aſſi/e aboxe the 
number of tenrecuſant papiſts. So that thus much 1 may truly 
report for the honour of the Conntie of K wot wits 7 9954 
of lulius Cxlar,they alone were in his indgement of all the Bri= 
tames,accoampted tobe omnifi humaniſhimi: aud in the time 
of Edward the firft reputed ro be omnium bellicoliſſimi, & 
therefore as Gerualius affirmeth by a prehemintce, in right of 
their manbode challenged ts themſelnes.the foreward of all bat- 

tells,as of _ ing-vnto them;becauſe t 

e of the , that were newer vangu 

—_— yeelded themſeMids by compoſition: engn (0 at this day, 
ng the ſmall number of recuſants, withall, the great 
number of renerend Preachers and Paſtors —_ over all 
qualified with very rare and 


” 7 : 5 


DEDICATORTE, 
Bringthen oe of the Deputy Liewtenits for thoſe part(a knight 
nn [canneither ſpeaks nor ——_ as H_—_ 
there were | ns together within the ſpace of 24. hewres,the 
#iber of eight thouſand vi/1umt firhtingmen ready to encounter 

the enemie. At which tnme there were ſundry preachers of vi wn 
that Camp, ſome preaching on our horſe-backes, ome 190n the 
Pops of tree 5,others in pulpits made of tur fe, where we might be= 
hold and ſee that buge Armado of Spaine home the Pope had 
bleſſed, chriſtned,by the name of the innincible Nawie,wbich 
in very few dies aſter, how it fell from an vumea/wrable high 
$09 toanonmeaſurable deep diſpaire,their great caſtles of come 
being onerthrowne and brought to the ground: [ needs nod 
further relate, the ſtorie thereof being. yer freſh in the menuo« 
ries of thouſands lining this day. * 

This which [ hane here et downe for the honony of our Kews 
fiſh people, [ haue written it partly to note one Fectall ſweet fruit 
of the Goſpel, whereſoener it hath free paſſagethat i5,that it ſea- 
ſeneth the hearts of all that ſincerely profeſſe it, with fidelity /oy= 
altie,and all manner Chriſtian {ub1e tion to the higher powers. 

Partly againe,that it may adde forme incouragement to your 
Gra: the more willingly(as leiſure & oportunity ſhall fit)to come 
emong v1, ſpecially whe your Grace bal come ta a people ſo cul, 
und ſo ingenuonr,ſo kind, & ſoreligions,and ſo lowing, and reſpe= 
line of their Dioceſan,as no one countrey of this K mgdome can 
afford v5 the likg preſident. Which tobetrne,the late moſt woy- 
thy B: mine old Maſter, B: Whitgift,of moſt learned, & god- 
ty menorrie found by good proofe, at his firſt coming downe inte 
Kent, whom the whole Gentrie of that Dioceſe entertained, no o= 
.therwiſe then the Galathians did che Apoſtle $, Paule: that «r, 
Aike an Angell of God,with ſuch obſequiouſnes, eftceme, and 
remerence 4s was fitting for the condition and ſtate of ſo grane 4 
Biſhop,and ſo worthy a Prelate. 

At for v1 both of the Laitie and Clergie of your Graces D5- 
ceſe,as wee haue great cauſe of reioycing offered unto vs all, to 


wre Us Uptoa congratulation Lor: late de- 
fn prjrmen mbar pes defer 


THE EPISTLE 
God towards v3, in that bee hath adyanced jory Crace to that 
hught of honour,to make your Grace a glorious inſtrument of 
much good to this Church of England, the chargeand GOMETL Gn 
ment whereof ,next wnder onr gracious Soneraigre,ts principal- 
lie committed ; So for mine owne particular, conſidering the 
continuall flewe of thoſe manifolde fanonrs your Grace hath 
bene pleaſed to ſhewe wnto mee , which with all due thankeful - 
nes, [ moſt willingly acknowledge , haning no other meanes 0ut 
ſmall fortunes to dos you r, I hanepreſumed ina 
Chriſtian boldneſſe , by way of Dedication, to offer this 
preſent unto your Grace , a Sermon which this laſt moneth I 
before a very honourable wor ſhipfull, and 4 moſt leare 
ned and religious auditorie of the pariſs of $. Martins inthe 
fieldes. Thos preſuming (as you ſee) of your Graces accep= 
tance,and belde dedicating thu ſmall and ſimple diſcourſe wnto 
Jour Grace, which I confeſſe tobe much unworthy your worthi- 
weſſe, I will not ceaſe to pray unto God to requite, and recom 
pence ſenen folde into your boſome, both this, and all other your 
wndeſerned favours towards me. And thus beſeeching the God. 
bi richeſt 


f heauen and earth againe and againe, to mulriplic 
leſſmgs and mercies towards you , by mp. nts 


and honour ener, in his happic Kingdome 


eternal comfort, 
T reſt. | 


Tour Graces humbly denoted 
| (haplin,nalldutie tobe 
commanded. 


Iohn Seller. 


TO MY CHRIS TIAN AVDL 
tors of $, Martins iz the fields. 


IN 


Eloued in the Lord, this Sermon was 
lately preached in your pariſh ; itis 

Wo now ro beacted(it I may lay ſo)vypon 

I 27 heater, & 1 amintreated (asit Were 7hearruw 
£2] a prologue) to ſay vnto you,Corme and munay;, 
ſee. (a) I need not to docit, for you, (a) 7,4,x, 
who are careſull to come and heare, 46. 


will (Thope)beas c:refullto come & lee. Comethere. 
fore, I'beſcech you, and behold another 7b» BepriP,in 


the ſpirit ot £445, preparing in your harts a way »r the 
Lord: (6) and ſaying vnto youas Godfaithtoall, Th# (b) r,te. 


&« the way, watke in it. (c) 3-4. 
Are you deſirous of a guide in this way? here aretwo (c) 1/ay. 30, 
offering ofthemſelues, God & Baat, the one will con- 27. 


dud youto the land of Canaan, (4, the other will lead (4) 7.1.2. 
you blindfold to Samaris(c. )If you follow the one, you by ?, King. 
19. 


wil worſhip in mount Zien , (7) Itthe other you, muſt 
Kim; (2 )and there adore Jeroboams ( __ FY 


goe vpto mount Ger! 
calues, (h) 20 
This latteris a way pleaſing now 2 daies to many,bu? (4) 1, x;;,, 
y, 


the iſſues thereof ave the waies of death ? (:) And when the 12. 
ng bell calleth,there is {olitle c6fortinthat paſſage, (i) Prov,14, 
thatmany, who hauc gone it,forlake itat the laſt, 12, 
Ircade ofa learned pop:th doQor in Germanie,who at 
the howre of his death,cotring into a meditation ofthe 
inſufficiencie of his merits, cried out after this manner, 
(k) Alas what ſhall Inow doe ? No workes due me any good, ({) yeppe | 
none comfort me; none cheare me ; Since then I finde nothing Infos I 
4 43 =o 2 


Tomy chriilian Auditers of S. Martins is the ficlds, 
in myſelfe to ſlay pon, this will 1 doe; Haue mercy pon me 
0 Lord, for thy ſanne Chriſts ſake, andreceine my ſouls. Its 
the ſafe(} way as Bellarmine contefſeth, and the onely 


way, as the ſcripture proueth, | 
Lyoke not then vpon Bas! 'with his 450. falſe 


(1)1.X;2g, Prophets, (1) but looke vpon God with his ſcruant 
18.22: © Eliah, (m) Baal asan Yhyſſes will trransforme you; as a 
(m) 1. King. Syren ſeduce you ; as an Helens corrupt you ; and as 
18,;0. MNaaeſhthe ammonite make no couenant with you, ynles 
(n) 1.549. he may plucke out your righteye of knowledge, and 
Cabs ſo bring a ſhame vpon 1ſrael, (») 
(0) Dex. OurGodisnotliketheir God,our aduerſaries being 
(6p) Plat. 8g. iudges.(o)He is our ſunne,(p)without himitis night : 
_ our ſtarre, (4) without him it is darknes, our life, (r) 
. without him it is death; and our guide, without hia 
weeſhallnever make ourpathes ſtraight. (/) 
(r) /oh.1t, Tris bettertolimpe in the ſtrait waies of God, 

2\. torunneandrampe on inthe broad pathes of Beafyou 
(ſl Jus 8: know theſe things, happie are yeif ye doe them. (r) In 
mga * word,lcarne by this godly treatiſe,to deteſt that faith, 

not of leſus, but of the Teſuites, which teacheth, thas 


you muſt cateyour God, and may kill your Kg. -. 
ui cum Teſu itis, non itis cum Jeſuits, . 
You that doe follow Teſws trace, 
will newer like the Teſmites pace, 


The Lord make you as beautifull in the eyes of God, 
as you haue mzde your Church to the eyes of mans; 


April, 16,1611, 
Toxr ancient ſervant in the Lord,' 


10710 0ri6rangr 


A SERMON A- 
GAINST HALTING 
betweene two opinions, 


T, King: Cap: 18. Ver. 20, 5-21, 


20. $0 Ahab ſenttoall the childrenof I/raell,and gathe« 
red the Prophets together to Mount Carmel : 

21+ AndElias cams to all thepeople, and [aide, how long 
halt ye betweene two opmions ? 1fthe Lord be God follow him: 
If Baal be hee, goe after him. And the people anſwered him 
net one word, 


) Mong other bleſſings which God be- 


2 (7 ma ſtoweth vpon his Church, a good 
MT ; 


, 
; 
- EF; 


Y the Apoſtle S. Paul: willeth vs, firlt 
and aboucall other things,to pray for 


Kings , andfor all that are in amthoritie, that (onder them) 1, Tim: 2, 


we may leade a quiet and peaceable life tn all gadlines and hone- 
fie. In the which words the Apoſtle ſetteth downethree 
ſpeciall good things which wee enioy vnder the goyern= 
mentof a godlic and religious Prince z namely, godli- 
nes, honeſtie, and peace , which being ioyned together, 
arethe onely ſupporters and vpholdersof all Chriſtian 
Common-wealths and Kingdomes : but being ſeuered 
onefrom an other, there falleth outa cleane contrarie 


B ſequelg, 


2 A Sermon again#t halting 
, ſequele, For whatis godlines without honeſtic , but 
| laine hypocriſic? or what is honeſtie without godlines, 
or meere heathniſh genrilitic ? or what is peace without 
honeſtic and godlines, but carnall ſecuritie? Now as for 
honeſtic and godlines without peace, there can bee no 

great praQtiſe of cither of them both, 

It was a great hindrance tothe people of Iſracl in their 
deuotions , when by the crucltic of Pharas they might 
nat be permitted to goc into the wildernes to ſerue God. 
Andafterwards inthe captiuity of B«by/on,they were for- * 
cedto ſing the Lords ſong in a ſtrange land: Peaccand | 
tranquilitic are cuer an occalion of great increaſe and e- 
dification, In the As when the Churches had reſt tho- 
roughout all /xdeaand Galilie, and Samaria, they were 6. 

Att, 9. 31.dified, and walked in the feare of the Lorde , and were multipli- 
; ed by the comfort of the holie Ghoſt. Where wee may [ce 
how in a quict and peaceable Church,daily teaching and 
preaching is of verie great force to plant godlines and * 
the fearc of God in mens hearts, and withall , diſcipline 
of manners : whereas in a Church which is vnder the ; 

crolle,it falleth out ſtill for the molt part, that cccleſiaſti- 
call alſemblics are hindered and forbidden to be practi- 
ſed. Miniſters and Preachers are cither impriſoned,dri- 
uenaway,or putto death : Parents,and fathers of Fami- 
lies driuen away out of their houſes; whereby ſuch hou- | 
ſes being ditlolued, children are bercaued of good edu- | 
cation , godlie men are ſcuered one from another: in 
which diſſipation ſound doftrine is not to be had : Faith 
Janguiſketh : all godly exerciſes in training vp of youth 
lieth ſtill, and all other godlie and Chriſtian meetings 
quite geuen ouer : Farre otherwiſe then it was vnder the 
raignes of David, Ezechias, loſias.and lehoſpaphat,in whole 
daycs the people cnioyed thoſe three bleilings before 
remeinbred ; namely,godlines, honeſtic,and peace. All 
thoſe godly and religious Kings, not onely by wordsen- 
couraging the people to ſerue God , but by their exam- 
x ples, 


_— 
N 
—_ 
-, 

thee. Mt. —_— ... 


: - 


betweene two opinions, 3 
ples, drawing great multitudes to imitate the ſame zeale 
and feruencic,which they ſawto be in ſuch Princes vnder 
whom they liued. But onthe other lide, when God in 
his anger and iuſt indignationſendeth wicked Princes to 
lit in place of iudgement and authoritic, religion and 
vertue gocth to decay, Gods honour is defaced,the peo- 
ple drawne to idolatrie, the worſhipand ſeruice of God 
prophanely abuſed : the truth whereof as it appeareth by 
diucrſc and ſundry examples of wicked Kings in the ho» 
lie (criptures,ſo in none more plainly then in King Ahab, 
of whomel ſhall hauc occaſion hcercafter to ſpeake, of 
whom the Scripture thus recordeth, that beſolde him/clfe 
to doe mickedly in the ſig) t of the Lord, that hee did exceeding 
abbominably m: following 1dolles,according to all that the Am- 
monites did, being prouoked thervnto by /zate/ his wife, 
For it was a lizbt thing for him to walk in the ſinnes of [erobo- 
am,except he tooke lezabel al/o the daughter of Echbaal,king 
of the Sydonians to wife,and ſerned Baal,and worſhipped him, 
In whoſe daycs what an hauogke there was made of the 
Saintes and ſcruants of God, what an incregle there was 
made of moſt grofle idolatrie,by ioyning Gods worſhip 
and Baa/s together ; what (laughter of the Prophets of 
Godliuing intholc times , which went vp and downe, wan« 
dering in ſheeper-thinnes and goates chinnes, { ecing deſ{unte, 
tormented,and affiifted ; and tor the ſafegard of their liues, 
being glad tO wander 1n the wilderneſſe and mountames, and 


2, King: 10» 


30.31. 


dennes ind cawes oftheeorth,is plainely to be ſcene by the Heb: 11, 25, 


complaintand requelt of the Prophet, which hee made 
vito God again{t I{racl,ſaying, © Lorde the children of 1/- 
rael have forſaken thy conenant, caft downe thine Altars, and 

me thy Prophet nuk the ſword- , and I onely am left , and 
they ſeeke my life to take it away, (Albeitthe anſwer of God 
ſaid wmto bim, I haw« reſerued to my ſelfe ſenen thouſand men, 
which haxe not bowed the knee to Baal:) In this great and 
miſerable deſolation, and confuſion of his Church, the 


Lordremembring his people of Iſrael, when they little 
_ looked 


2, Kimg: 19. 


14. 


Rom: 11.34. 


_- — 


I. Kin: 
IS. I, 


A Sermon 4gainfl halting 


looked for it,and letle deſerucd it, ſent Ehas the Pro- 
phet vato them, who,the more forciblic to diawe both 
the King and his Subjects to a ſcricus conſideration of 
their ſinnes, and to ſhew how greatly the Lord was dif. 
leaſed for their idolatrous worſhipping of Baat, tolde 
ing Ahab to his face, Arthe Lorde lineth, before whome I 
ſtand, there ſhall be neither deaw nor roine theſe yeares, but 
according tomy word: which indeed according tothe ſay- 
ing of the Prophet came to palle. Foras Elias (moucd 
by the inſtin of Gods holy ſpirit)praycd vnto God ear- 
neſtl that it might not rain:, (0 according to his prayer , it 
rained on the earth, for three yeares and ſixe moneths., By 
meanes wherof,the famine was ſo great in //rac/ for lacke 
of raine, that man and beaſt were readie to periſh: and 
raine they could hauc none but at Elias word , as Elias 
had told the king before the erought beganne. Ar the 
ende of the three yeares and fixe moneths of drought, 
the Prophet E/:as was commaunded to ſhewe himſelfe to 
king Ahab , andalbcit hee was greatly dilſwaded ſotodoe 
by 9tadiah, whom hee met in the way , yet the Prophet 
was reſolute,ſolemnly proteſting to 0544i4h, As the Lord 
of Hottes lineth,tn whoſe preſence I ſtand, I will ſurely ſhew my 


I. King: 18: ſelf: nto Ahab this day. Mecting therfore with Ahab,and 


'$T) 


becing challenged by him as the author of that famine, 
and troublcr of //rael, he diſcharged himſclfc,and prote- 
ſted before the King,that God plagued the whole Land, 
becauſe hee and his Fathers houſe had forſaken.the com- 


maundemenes of the Lord, and followed other Gods. + 


And toiuitific his ſpcech,he offered toproouc before all 
Iral,on the danger of hisowne head, that the king and 
the Lan4 were but ſeduced and abuſed by the Prophets 
of Baal,and that hee would prooue by no worſe meanes 
then by miraculous fire from heauen;which ſhould ſhew 
them whoſc ſacrifice was accepted,aſſuring them of raine 
aboundant]y after their conuerlionto the true GOD, for 
which caulcat this tiine hee was ſent vntothem, 

| To 


_ 


between: two Opinions, 5 


4 5 Tothisthe King gaue his conſent,and by the perſwaſion 
of and motion of Eras, fent by his Princely auchoricic, for 
il. all:lſracl, that they ſhould gather themſelucs together in 
fo mount Carmel, together with the Prophets of Baal, 450. 
I nn were _ throghout all the tribes of 1ſracl,) 
"y the prophets of the groues,400,whichdid cat at [ezabe/; 
Yo table, The King,&the chicfe heads ofthe people of lira- 
4d 7 cl,andtheprophetsof Baa/, beingthus allembled 
» X3 ther in mount Carmel, Elias cummethto the people, 
ie and faith thusvntothem 3; How long will wg 
y rwo Opinions, &c? 1n the which words of the Prophet, 
©. &J Tobſerue foureſpeciall = ngs worthy of conſideration, 
- -- 1441 \ 
- | Firſt,he reproueth the 1raclites for their halting con» 1, 
a ſciences betweene two religions. 
| Secondly, hee declareth vnto them that they cannot 2 
.- ſcrue both Baa/ and God together, and thatreligion is 
p nota thing indifferent. | 
* Thirdlie, hee exhorteththem toconſtancie inreligi. 3 
1 on,ard in following of God, 
, Fourthlic , the ſuccetſe which followed this reproofe 4 
f of the Prophet. bi 4 
, In the reproofe of the Prophet. © 
I obſcrue theſe foure points, 
« Firſt,who it is that reproueth , Elas. To” 
; Secondlic, the perſons whom he dothreproue z The p 
| people of Ifracl. ; 
Thirdlie, the perſon before whom : King hb... 3 
Fourthlie,the thing he reproucth in the people: their 4 


waucring and vnconſtancic in matter of religion, 
. Intheperſon of £44, wee have to oferuc the great The perſon 
zcale,conftancie,ard boldnetle, whiefvſhouldbeein the ot Ela, 
miniſtcrs and preachers of the Goſpel. Forvnto them 
it bclongeth to preach the preachings the Lorde hath -_ 
bidden them , and to proclaime his vengeance'againlt 

; B 3 ſianers, 


ww _ > ad ht hd 


Mih.z.s. 


1.King.22. 


13.14- 


Eccleſraſt. 
cap.48.1, 


6 A Sermon againſt batting 
ſinners, yea euen to ſtand at the gates of paradiſe with a 
flaming (word in their mouth againſt obſtinate and vn» 
repentant (inners. That which the prophet Micheas faith 
of himſclfe, that he was full of power by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
and of indgement, and of ſtrength, to declare wnto Tacob his 
tranſgreſſion, ayd ro Jacob his ſine, was as truly verified in 
his owne perſon whom neither the Courtlike perſwali- 
ons of the Eunuch that went for him, nor the conſent of 
400. Prophets, nor the fauour of two Kings, nor the 
danger of his owne head could driue him (rom the word 
of God: And when the Eunuch had (aid vnto him,behold 
naw the words of the Prophets aeclare good things wnto the 
King with one accord : let thy word therefore, 1 pray thee be 
like vnto the nord of one of the, and ſpeake thou goo, Micheas 
anſwered him roundly, As the Lord lineth, whatſocuer the 
Lird(aith unto meghat will I ſpeake. 
. The like zeale and courage we reade in Scripture to 
haue beene in Elizexs the Prophet, vato whom when 
King [choram, Ahads (on had (ent to know of him what 
ſucceile his battell intended againſt the King of Afoab 
was like to haue, the Prophet very boldly anſwered the 
King after this manner ; hat have I to doe with thee ? get 
thee to the Prophets of thy Fathers, and tothe Prophets of hy 
mother and ſaid moreouer.vnto him, as the Lord /ineth, mm 
whoſe ſight I ftand , if it were not that I regarde the preſence 
of Ichoſaphat the king of Iudah, Iwould not once hawe looked 
towardes.thee ney ſeene thee. But of all others commended 
in (cripture for zcale and courage,the prophet Eharmay 
carie the praiſe from chem al: Of whom in Eccleſiaſticus 
it is thus reported, that he ſtood like a fire, and his words 
burxed like a lampe, «nd becauſe the people of Iracl conld 
wot away with the commandement of the Lora, by the word of 


' - the Lord he ſont theiheauen, and ſo brought a famine ypon 


. Malace 4.6, 


them. Pe was appaimed to reprone in due ſeaſon, and to pacifie 
the wrath of the Lords indgement before it kindled, and fo to 
turne the heart: of the Fathers to the children, andthe hearts 


of 


} 
” 
1 
» 
s 
1 


*%, bo (3) wry 


—_— cm 


»% "2 [oo 


betweene two opinions, 7 
of the children to their fathers, Vito the which place the 
Angell Gabrie/ propheſying before hand vnto Zacharie, 
what manner of perſon his ſonne /obn Bapriſt ſhould be, 
alludeth, ſaying z 1hat he ſhonld goe before the Lord mthe Lnk.tly, 
power and ſpirit of Elias, toturne the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the diſobedient to the wiſedome of the inſt, to 
make readie a people prepared for the Lord, Othat all the 
Preachers and Miniſters of this kingdome were fo pol- 
ſe{led with the power and ſpirit of Z/:as, that by beating 
downe linneand wickednelle, by the (word of the ſpirit, 
ard by giuing knowledge of ſaluation tothe people of 
God, they might prepare the waics of the Lord by pul- 
ling downe the mountaines, by railing and filling vp 
the vallies, by making cropked things (traight, by ma- 
king rough waics ſmooth ; By the monntaines are vnder- 

ſtood, men that are very high and proud in the opmion of their 
owne righteouſnes, which by the preaching of the Goſpell ſhall 
abate their pride, and ſo come to Chriſt, By the vallies are 
meant, men that are viterly deſpaire of all men, and altogether 
lining in diſpaire : ſuch ſhalbe raiſed vp to the fellowſhip and 
communion of the kingdome of heauen : By crooked things a e 
ſnified ſuch things as hane beene warped and writhed ſun- 
drie waies, which ſhall be made ſtraight the lemell and ſquire 
of the Goſp+ il. For how ſhall a young man ( ſauh Dawid) clenſe P/al.l1g.y. 
his wates, but by ruling himſelfe after the word of God. Asfor 
the rough waies that ſhalbe made plaine, they are calted rough 
by reaſon of th: tharnes of manifold vices, and nanghtie de- 
ſires andluſts, the ſhort ts, that the cenrſe of all things ſhalbe 


changed toſuch contraries, that all impediments and {cttes that 


* ſhall hinder the courſe of the Goſpell, ſhall be broken, and ſo the 


Preachers of Chriſts ſacred word & Goſpel, ſhall make readie 
a people prepared for the Lord. But alas we arc fallen into 
theſe miſerable daies, cuenthe worlt and laſt dJaies, that 
we arc (ofarre off from ſuffcring our ſclues tobe repro- 
ued when we linne, that wedoe reioyce when we doe 
wickedly, - 11 | hy 
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Wee cannot abide to haue our faults touched, - Our 
Pride is growenas high as the Heauen 3 our couetoul- 

neiſe is ſunke as deepe as hell ; and yet wee cannot in a- 

ny wiſe ſuffer ourſclues to be reproued, Wee ſay to the 

preachers , Peace, and talke notvnto vs inthe name of 
the Lord ; tell not vs of the Scripture : Tell not vs of 
Chriſt, of Pcter,of Paw: wee bid the preacher ſpeake vs 
faire,and we bid him ble(le thoſe things,which are accur- 
ſed by Gods owne mouth. Nay ,manicthereare which 
are a!ready wearie of the Goſpel,and wearic of their prea« 
chers, they calichem Pulpit-men of the ſpirite, Prieſts, 
and 1 know not what,as though themſelues had nothing 
to doc with the ſpirite of God, They lay the Preacher is 
too buſic, hee medlcth with that he knoweth nor, Yes, 
thou fooliſh man,heknoweth it wellenough. He know 
eth that pride is pride: that extortion is extortion: that 
couctoulnes is couctouſnes : that ſacriledge is ſacriledge: 
that vſurie is vſurie: that finne is finne : and thou, and 
thine owne conſcience knoweth it too, if thou wouldeſt 
be knowen of it. 

But God is iuſt , and as the extremedifdaine of Gods 
truth,and his holie Goſpel, deſerueththe cxtremitic of // 
Godsvengeance; Socan itnotbee without ſpecdie,and 
carneſt repentance,butthatthis Goſpel,that we arc alrea- 
dic ſo wearie of, ſhall bee taken away fromvs, cuen the 
kingdome of God , which is the truc vnder(tanding of 
Gods word,ſhall be taken away from vs: And then, what 
can there remaine, but blindnetle and ignorance, which 
is the kingdome of the diuell, 

But this is the only comfort that Preachers haue inthis 
great contradiction and oppoſition of the worlde, that if 
they haue a carcfull endeuour to diſcharge a good con- 
ſcience in crying outagainſt wickedneiſe : and lifting vp 
their voices,like a Trumpet againſt thediſorders of com- 
mon life, God Almightic will ſo armeal! ſuch zealous 
preachers,withſuch an inuincible ſtrengeh and conſtan- 

| cic 


between two Opimions, | 9 
cie,that all the powers of the world ſhall neuer be ableto 


oucrcome them. 

Bee not afraide , (faith God to the Prophet Teremic) of 
their faces, for behold:((aith hee) 7 hawe this day made thee a 
defenced citie , and an iron pillar , and walles of braſſe agamſt 
the whole land, againſi the kings of Tuda, and againſt the Prin« 


ces therof,againſt the Prieſts therof, & againſt the people of the Ter. 1- 18, 


land. They ſhall fight againſt thee,but they ſhallnet premaile a- 
ainſt thee, For I am with thee,to deliner thee, ſaith the Lord, 
What ſaith S. Cyprian, Shall the inwincible T ents of Chriſt, 
defended with the ſtrength of the Lord, gine place to the terrors 
and — of men? Shall the Church yeeld to the Capi- 
tol ? Shall the outrages of madde men be greater then the 
indrements and cenſures of miniſters * No , God forbid, 
it muſt not beſo, For, arcnotthe preachers the lights 
of the world , and therefore appointed by God to cl- 
pie faultes ? arc they not the voice of John Baptiſt? why 
then ſhould not they crie out againſt (linnes f Secing 


* therefore, they are the (ccrs of the Lorde, they mult not 


be blinde : and being the Lords cricrs,they muſt not be 
dumbe , nor tongue-tyed, And thus much touching 
the perſon of Elras. 

Inthe perſon of king Ahab, I note how ſtronglic and 
forciblic an cuil} example of a wicked Prince, draweth 
the peopleto imitate, and to make all thegubjeRes with 
whome they liuc, as like vnto them in naughtineile , as 
Bees are like vnto Bees. 

Regis ad exen. plum totus componitur Orbis, 

Weeall knowe the force of Example, Like people, like 
Pri-fl :lthe jernant like Maiſl er: like maide like Miftris: like 
buyer like ſeller: the lender like borrower: like giner like taker 
to v/urie. Sothat the greaterthe example is, the greater 
autoritie it hath todraw to (imilitude. 


When Atim-lechcut downe his bough and bare it on 1#4*, 9-48. 
his ſhoulJer,then all che people did ſo and followed him. I. King: 12, 


When King /erobo.,m made two golden Calues,no great 
C mar 
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maruell if the people ſtraight-waics beganne to Sacrifice 
in Danand Bethel, Dionyſins had no looner left off the 
ſtudy of Phrloſophir, but all che Courticrs by and by gaue 
It OUCcTr, ; 

Princes therefore,and ſuch as are placed in higher de- 
gree3, had need to take heede, and diligently to beware 
how they finne the finne of /eroboam , which not onely 
ſinned himſclfe, but cauſed /a-{ to finne, and fo binde 
two ſinnes together. Thercaſon is, becauſe the veric 
credite, and countenance, and prioritie of their places, 
being ſo eminent, makes others the bolderto linne, be- 
cauſc they ſinne with ſuch aors. And yet thismay ſeeme 
ſtrange inthe corruption of mansnature,that the comon 
people are morecalily'giuen to follow their cuill exiples 
and offences,then ready totake benefite of the good go» 
ucrnement of godly and religious Princes. 

Tehoſhaphat was a good king, wholifted vp his heart un- 
to the wayes of the Larde, walking in the firſt wayes of his fa- 
ther Danid : yet was not his good example ſo potentand 
forcible to retaine his people in the profeſſion of the true 
worſhip and ſeruice of God, as the euill example of Ahab 


' was of "mn to entice his Subics to become worſhip- 


pers of Ba:/ the Idoll of the Sydonians. 

And whereas /cho/haphat in pollicic ioyned affinitie 
with 1546, and gaue his Sonne in marriage vnto Arhali: 
ah, daughter of [ezabel : becing perſwaded that by this 
matche there would growe a-perpetuall peace betweene 
the two kingdoms, being by blood ſonecrely conioined 


together; and withall, concciuing an aſſured hope, by 


this mcansto reduce the tenTribesto the true worſhip of 
the God which then flouriſhed in Jern/ale : he was decei- 
ued,& (o farre off from attaining to his wiſhed and deſi. 
red cnde, that the Kings of //rae/ ſtood moſt Rifflie in 
maintenance of their pricſt-mate idolatric,and by their 
wicked cxiple,drew almoſt all /«dztothc ſame moſt ab. 
hominable worſhip of Baa, For as the florie of theſcripture 


Fecore 


_ 
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recordeth, [ehoſaphat was no ſooner dead, but Tehoram his 
Sonne by the connſell of wicked Athalia his wife, being placed in 
the kingdome of hus father, and making himſelfe ſtrong, ſlew all 
bus brethren with the ſword, and ſo commued to walke in the 
way of the kings of 1{rael, the reaſon whereof is ſet downe by the 


| holy ghoſt, becauſe he had Athalia the dawghter of Ahab to 


wife, but the Lordplaguea him, becauſe he mad: Tuda and the 


| inhabitants of1 erulalem to goe 4 whoring, as the houſe of 
- Ahab went a whoring, and had ſlaine the brethren of his fa- 


ther which nere better then himſelfe. Sothat after many cala- 
mities that befell lchoram the king for his falling away from 


. God,the Lord(mote his bowelles with an incurable diſeaſe,ond 


Joafter two yeares his gutter fell out with his diſeaſe. 

His ſonne Ahaziah partly moaned by the example of his 
father to commt idolatrie, partly egged on by the perſwaſion of 
his mother Athalia, who counſeled him to doe wickedly, and 


principally chooſing onely ſuch to be his counſellers, which were 
\ , of the houſe of Ahab, which were indeed to his deſtrutlzon, go- 
| .ing with Ichoram his wncle the ſonne of Ahab to fight a» 
gainſt Hazacl king of Aram, was ſlaine by the hands of [chu, 


whom the Lord had annointed to deſtroy the howſe of Ahab, 
whoſe d:ſtrntton came of the Lord,becanſe be toyned himſelfe 
with goddes enemies. After his death Athalia ſeeing that her 


ſonne was dead, to the intent there ſhould remaine none of the 


.rojall progeme of Dauid, that ſhomld make title and claime to 
the crowne and kingdome of Iuda, ſhe aroſe and d:ſtrojed all 
the kings ſeed of the houſe of Tuda. But God almightie be- 

cauſe " conenant which be had made with Diuid, and be- 

Cauſe he had made. a promiſe to ginea light onto him, and to 

his fonnes for ener , ſtirred vp the heart of Ichoſhabeath 

the daughter of the hang, andfifer of Ahaziah to commiſera- 
tion,who tooke locs the ſome of Ahaziah, and tele him away 
from the kings ſonnes that ſhould be ſlaine, and put him and his 
nurſe inthe bed chamber, and ſo by hiding of him in the honſe of 
God during thoſe ſixe yeares wherein Athaliah raigned ower 
theland, preſerned hjs life, Thus we may ſee what itis for 
C.2 godly 
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gedly Princes to ioyne affinitie with the houſe of Ahab, 
and how quickly [xd and the inhabitants of Zerieſalem 
were inticed and drawne to goe a whoring, as the houſe 
of Ahab went a whoring; whereas none ofall the kings 
of [/rae/ could cuer be drawne by the voyces of the Pro- 
phets of God ſent vntothe to worſhip the Lord in /cyw- 

ſalem which was the place,where the Lord comanded his 
name to be called on. We rcade how the Egyptians not- 
withſtanding the people of God continu:d many yeares 
among them in Egypt, wherethey might ſee how God 
was truly to be worſhipped, yet forall their converſing 
with them,were litle or nothing the better for them: but 
plaine it is, that the //rae/ites after their departure from 
Egypt, did many yearcs after ſmell of the leuen of Egypr, 
na they ſaw before theireyes both calues, ſheepe,and 
oxen worſhipped in ſtead of gods, which cauſed them 
many timesto commit moſt groſle, & abominable ido- 
latrie, the reaſon why the nature of man is ſopliable to 
lcarne all manner of wickednelile ( for deciles imitandss 
bus &- pramis omnes ſamns ), is becauſe the nature of 
ſinne is ſuch, ſo potent & (trong, that calily and quickly, 
it creepeth, and corrupteth, which in good things a man 
ſhall hardly ſee. A litle ſowre will (pill a great deale of 
ſiweete, but it is no ſmall ſtore of ſweete, that will take 
away t uta litle bitterneſſe. Alitle blacke wil marre agreat 
deale of white: butit is not ſo in the contrarie, It is not ſo 
ealic for a drop of water to quench a great fire, asit is for 
a litle ſparke to burne vp a whole citie. By this which 
hath beene alrcadic (aid, it may ſuthciently appeare 
how ſtrongly the cuill example of wicked Princes doth 
induce, and draw the common people to imitateſuch 
vices as they ſce in their Princes vnder whom they 
live. And let this ſufficeto haue obſerued inthe perſon 
of Ahab. \ 
Touching the people whom the Prophet reproueth 
in this, for their halting conſciences, and doubling in 
matter 


ab, 


betwtene two opinions, I3 
matter of religion, we may [ce the proneneſle and in- 
clination of mans corrupt kind and nature to the mo(t 
abominable vice of idolatric. True it is,that mans nature 
at the firſt had vnderſtanding graunted tothe end that 
the truth might be learned by them, andthe truc wor- 
ſhip of the one God, the onely Lord and maker of all. 
But the diuels malice craftily came in place, and cauſed 
men to forgettheir owne eſtate, and the maic(tic of God 
for their owne imaginations, Sothat fleſh delighting in 
her ownedeuiſes, hath made vs prone aboue all uther 
faultes,to ſuperſtition and wicked worſhippings.Sundric 
lawes and ordinances almightic God delivered to his 


i 
people to be kept : yet concerning none other matter, 
did he giue cither mo, or more carneſt, andexpreſle 
lawes than thoſe that concerned the true worſhippingof 
him, and flying of idolles, and images and idolatric, and 
yet it is ſtrange to conſider how the lewes the onely 
choſen people of God, notwithſtanding they were (o 


' often,andearneſily warned,ſo dreadfully threatned con- 
- cerning mages zlo many times and (o extreamely pu- 


niſhedtherefore, ſhould yet for all this, like blinde men 
without all knowledge and vnderſlanding diſhonour 
and diminiſh the high maieſtic of the living God by the 
baſcneſle and vilencile of ſundric and diuerſe images of 
dead ſtones, and ſtockes, and mettalles to whom they 
bowed and gaue worſhip. 

The meancs how the people of the Iewes fell toſuch 
groſle idolatrie, was partly by the inclination of their 
owne corrupt nature, and partly occalioned by the gen- 
tiles and heathen people dwelling round about them, 
which were idolaters:for thus the Prophet Ezechic/teſti- 


fieth of them, that they were wont to ſay, we will be as Exze.20.32. 


the heathen, and as the families of the conntries, and we will 


ferxe wood and ſtone, We (ce how the Iewes forced Aaron 
aforc his brother Moſes could deſcend from the mount, 
to make them a golden calfe: 

| C 


3 Aaron, 


Vp lay they to Moſer, and Exed,z2.1. 


Fz4c.20 28, 
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Aaron, make v1 godder that may goe before vs. Ezcchiel 
affirmeth, that when the /ſaelnerwere yerin Fgypr,they 
had rebelled againſt the Lord, and had not caſt away the 
abominations of their eyes, nor yet forſaken the idolles 
of the countric, Yea when they were inthe land of Ca+ 
naan,they bad no ſooner taſted of the ſweetnelle thereof, 
but whenthey [cw every hie hill, and all the thicke trees, they 
offered there thrir ſacriſices, and there they preſented their 
offerings of promocation : there alſo they made their ſireete [a« 
Hour, and powred out there their drinke offerings, We may 
reade and (ce in the booke of Tudges, that notwithſtan- 
ding God (undric times moſt gricuoully plagued them 
for their idolatric; yct ſtill they went a madding after 
their idolles. We (ee that after the zealous kings Fzechias 
and /efras had reformed religion, and reduced it to his 
ancient puritic, the people were [o prone to the contra- 
ric, that immediately the people after their deceale, re- 
turned to their vomite againe.. Yea when the ten tribes 


were brought to Captiuitic for ſeruing God otherwiſe 

then he would, the tribe of 7»da was not by this their 

brethrens plague amended : nor when they were 

brought vnder on themſcluzs, they conſidered any 
t 


whit,the cauſe of their diſtretſe, which was the forſaking 
ofthe Lord their God, When they were in Babylon, they 
went as necreas they could to the rites of gentilitie, and 
returning againe into the land of promite, vnder Ants. 
ockus they fell againe.Such is,and ſuch hath alwaies been 
the violent per{waſion of crrour, and ſuch is the force of 
ſuperſtition, that afſoone as cuer occalion is miniſtred, 
our corrupt nature inclineth toit, deliring alwaics of our 
{clues toattemper goddes ſeruice to our outward ſenſes. 
That bleſſed impe;our late Jofiar, K. Edward the 6.wasno 
ſooner departed this life, but the common people of the 
land,as though they had neuer heard of God,neuer heard 
any Preacher that ſhewed them the good and right way, 


were mad after pilgrimages, pardons, &c: with other 
ſuch 
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ſuch idle toyes.No maruaile then,if al men generally be- 
ing as wel inclined of their owne corrupt nature to ſpiri- 
tuallfornication as tocarnall, and that the nature of man 
is no otherwiſc bent to worſhipping of images(if he may 
hauc them, and ſee them) then to whoredomeand torni- 
cation-in the company of harlots,no meruaile 1 fav, it fo 
many occaſions being miniſtred partly by the Pricls 
and leſuites remaining in priſons, and lurking in diverſe 
parts of this kingdome,and partly by the comming in of 
forrainc Emballadours intothisland, which are in right 
permitred to haue the free vic and exerciſe of the pre- 
ſent Romance Religion,there are ſo many of our people, 
ſpecially of women (a (ex cucrtoocredulous and apt to 
belecuc) which are like the idolatrous lewes,cuen mad in 
running to heare and ſee a Prieſt ay Maile, which Malle 
they are ſtrongly borne in hand, thatitis the moſt pre- 
cious treaſure, and inualuable iewell that cuer Chriſt 


+ Ieftrohis Church, that the want thereof isto be redee- 


med notonely with the lotle of an 100 markes, but with 
the lotſe ot an 100: thouſand liues. But co ſpeake of the 
Male, as the truth of the thing requireth, andas hereaft- 


© terl will more largely prouc, this I ſay, that the popiſh 


Malle, as now it is vſcd inthe Church of Rome;is a very 
ſca ofabominarions, a gulfe, a hel of iniquitie, the vileſ(t 
villaine that euer crept intothe Church of God,being (o 
many waics derogatorie to the death and bloodſhedding 
of Ieſus Chriſt, wherein poore [imple ſoules are forced 
to attribute diuine honour toa peece of breade, which 
the Papiſts teach them to call their Lord and their God, 
andatſo-made belecue that the very hearing pf a Maſle 
is auailable vnto them ex opere operato, that is, onely be- 
caulc it is faid and done; and laſtly, thatthe Malle in all 
reſpe&s of power and vertue is a8 auailable andeffeRtuall 
for the remiſſion of ſinnes, as was the ſacrifice of Chriſt 
vpon the crolle, the abſurditic of which poſitions ſhall 


recviue a iuſt confutation, when-1 come to lay _ 
= "opp 
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ſuch arguments and proofes as may be produced out of 
the word of God, for the diſprouing of their daily Sa- 
crifice of their Malle. 

Hauing thus tarre ſpoken ofthe perſon of Elias,and of 
the perſon of 4bab,and of the people,whom the prophet 
Elias thus reproucth ; it remaineth now that I ſpeake of 
the ſpeciall thing which hee reproueth in them : that is, 
their halting berweene two opinions, not being reſolued 
whether God were the Lord, or Baa/. Which may ſeeme 
the more ſtrange , that this people which were the (eede 
of Abraham.the Lords owne inheritance, the dearly bes. 
louedof Gods owne ſoule, a people whome the Lorde 
had choſen among all Nations,to bea preciouspeople to 
himſelfc,abouc all people on the carth,in Name. praiſe, 
andglorie: Apcoplethat ſo many times,and ſo ſolemn- 
lie had proteſted , God forbid wee ſhonld forſake the Lord 
our God, to ſerne other Gods : the Lord our Ged ws will (erue, © 
and his voyce wee will obey : that this people (I ſay) ſhould ; * 
ſtandin doubt, whether that GOD that had wrought ſo 
many miracles for their deliverance, which had brought |. 
them out of the Land of Egipr,witha firong and a migh- þ 
tichand,which had led them,and fed them in the wilder- 
nes with Mama from heaucn,for the ſpace of 40, yeares, 

reſcruing them in all the way which they went, and de- 
Ria their enemics before them,& laltly in the ende, 
bringingthem intothe Land of Canaan,whether he were 
the onely true God to be worſhippedand followed,or ra- 
ther Baa, in ſomuch, that when the prophet Elas had 
faid vnto them , If the Lorde be God followe him : if Baal be 
hee , goe after him. Silence was the onely an(were they 
made him, being not able otherwiſe to anſwere him one 
word. 
_ Vnto this baſe irreſolution the people were thus del- 
ately brought z partly being moued through feare of 
P great and mightie a Prince, and'ſo greatly aduancing 
the worſhip of Baal, as king 4bab did , by the u—_ 


The thing hee 
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and prouacation of his wife, So that perceiuing how 
both the King and Queene,and almolt all the Nobilitic, 
being wholly affeed & addited tothe worſhip of Baal, 
by reaſon of the weakeneſſe and infirmitic of their faith, 
werenot able to reſolue in themſclues, what they mighe 
doe, or how they might belicue, ſtanding in a mainme- 
ring this way and that way, one and the ſame man would 
ſomtimes worſhip the Lord,and an other while Baal,and 
ſometimes both together,being per{waded that religion 
was a thing indifferent, and that it did not matter how 


. they ſerucd God, if they had any careat all to (crue him, 


whether they ſcrued kim alone, er (crued him with anic 
oth-r, Butlittle did this people vnderſtand that religi- 
on is not ascuerie common matter of mans life : but a 
thing to be meaſured,not by opinion,but by truth; to be 
chobea ,not by example, but by iudgernent; to be hol- 
den,not for companic,but for conſcience ſake, 

In this irreſolution and waucring inconſtanciec of the 
pcople of //rac/, wee may as ina glaiſe, beholde and ſee 
our (ciucs,cuen the (tate and condition of our owne peo- 
ple ; how manie chere are yet in ourdayes, which nots 
withſtanding they haue bene bred and broughtvp in this 
religion,which by Godsgreat mercy this day is profetſed 
in the Church of Efand, yet partly by the corruption 
of their owne nature, partly ied by the mouing perſwali- 
ons of reculant Papilts, but ſpecially being inticed there- 
vnto, by thoſe falſe impoſtors & decciucrs of the world, 
E meane the Pric()s and lefuites,beginne to call the truth 
of our religion into queſtion, ſtanding in a maze, what 
they may doc,whome they may followe, what they may 
belicue ; ſometime in Joucand liking of cur religion,o- 
therwhilc againe,being wearie of the Goſpell, imbracing 
the Romanercligion,fallcly called by the name of the Ca» 
tholthe Religion,and ſo daily wauering betweene two opi- 


- nions, declare themlclues indeed to bee of no Religion, | 


For whom as'my daily prayer to God is and ſhall _—_ 
n by D 
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he would be pleaſed to graunt them a ſolide and Nrong 
perſwaſion in the profeſſion and defence of the true,and 
onely ancient Catr.olike faith of Chriſt deJiuered vntovs 
in the holy _—_— of God,and withall, ſuch a meaſure 
of heauenly wiſedome, that they may be able to diſcerne 
things that differ one from another,and to = aſound 
iudgement betweene that which is counterfaite, and the 
true Catholike faith and religion of Chri(}. Se I could 
wiſh, thatthey would conlider with mee, and that they 
would (criouſly ponder with carneſt and vpright aduiſc- 
ment theſe fewe reaſons, or motiues,which here I will ſet 

- downe, which may ſcruc in ſtced of fo many ſcucrall de- 
monſtrations,to proue that this ame doftrine we preach 
this day in all thereformed churches of Chriſtendome, 
isthe verietruth of the Goſpel of Chrill. 

Fir(t;] would haue them but to weigh the beginnings 

t. andprocecedings of ourreligicn, how in a.manner,all 
the traucls of our aduecrſarics haue come to nought,and 
how no bodie driuing it forward without any worldlic 
helpe;it hath taken increaſe,and by little & little is ſpread 
ouer into all countreys And verilic it cannot chule but 
carrie great weight of perfwaſion , to moue the conſci- 
ence of any man,to ſee ſo many kingdoms and countries 
ioyne together in the profeſſion and obedience of one 
truth, And there is no doubtbutcuen this day , manic 
thouſandes are the ſooner led to humble themſclues to 
the Goſpell of Chrifl, for that they ſee( tothe vr ſpeake- 
able gricfe of the Pope and his favourites) the whole. 
world, thatis toſay,the whole Church of God is conten- 
ted ,ſo willingly and ſo humbly toimbrace ihe ſame, 

2. Againe, let them but conſider, that they haneſcene 
with their owne eyes, howthe Goſpcll which hath bene 
| 9<— vnto them, and which ſomtimes with ioy they 

| \ ave recciued, cucn amiddes ſo many ſtormes and tem- 
peſts, throughdeath and perſecution, notwithſtanding 

-. the abundance of innocent Chriſtian blood , which hath 
| bene 
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beene ſhed ouer all the world, hath had a ſlrange and 
wonderfull increaſc, ſo that the more our religion hath 
beene perſecuted, the more (till it hath increaſed, and 
this was cuer reputed by the ancient fathers, to be the 
proper gulings and excellencic of truth, abou: all o- 
ther (cs, to come out of perſecution as gold out of the 
fire, more bright, morc illuſtrious, more eminent then 
before. 

Athird motive or forcible inducement to iuſtific the 
truth ofthe Goſpel now preached, may be this, cuenthe 
duc conſideration of that vniuerſalitic of learning, and 
ſauing knowledge, wherewith God hath blelled theſe 
daics of ours, more plentifully, and in greater meaſure 
then in former times he hath done. In ſo much that 
whereas the Prophet E/ay ſpeaking of thataboundance 
of knowledge, which ſhould be vnder the kingdome of 


Chrilt, in the time of grace, haththeſewords, Theearth F/a.11.9. 


ſhall be full of the knowledge ofthe Lord, as the waters that co- 


wer the ſea: and likewiſe the Prophet loel, I will powre ont Joel, 2,28. 


my ſþiru vpon all fleſh,and your ſonne: ana your danghter ſhall 
prophecie : Tour eld men ſhall dreame dreames, and your youg 
men ſhall ſee viſions, and alſs vpon the ſernants,and handmaides 
will I poure my ſpirit. We may truly fay in this accepted 
time, and this day of faluation, that theſe ſcripturesare 
fulfilled in our cares, cuen our enemies being iudges, 
who hauc confeiled that the word of God was neuerin 
any ageſo plainely taught and deliucred, as inthistime 
whercin we liue, that we may truly and ivſtly ſay, apply 
ing the words of our Sauiour Chriſtto our ſclues, bletled 
arc the eyes which haue ſcene thoſe-things which we 
haue ſcene, there hauing beene many millions and 
thouſands of our forefathers, which detcſting the Anti- 
chriſtian pride, & other looſe behauiourof theRomane 
Clergic, endeuouring to ſeruc-the-Lord after the pre- 
ſcript of his owne word, deſired to hauc ſcene, but one of 
the daics which we hauc ſcene and couldnot : who al- 

D 2 though 
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though with Lot,they vexed their righteous ſoules in the 
middes of a ſpiritual Sodome , yet like Sea-fiſh, which is 
alwaics moſt freſh in ſalt-water, they kept then[elues vn- 
ſpotted of the world,and would not {pot their ſoules with 
(uch horrible cotaminatiors, wherwich the whole workd 
almoſt was defiled in thofe times of great darknefleand 
luperſtition. 

The concluſion isthis z that ſeeing ouer all the Chri: 
ſian world, where the Goſpel| hath had free paſſage, all 
thoſe places whereſocuer the ſound thereof is heard, are 
full of the knowledge of the Lord ; and that on the other 
fide, where poperie preuaileth, there is nothing bur ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition, the truth with eyrannie & cru- 
eltic bring kept vnder, by reaſon of the pam inquiliti- 
on,thar this is a verie (trong motiue to per[wade,that the 
Goſpel this day preached in the reformed Churches of 
Chriſtendome , 1sthe infallible and vndoubted word'of 
God, | 

Fourthlic, it was cuer reputed and accounted for a 

ſpeciallfruite ofthe Goſpel,to teach people obedience to 
their Goucrnours, to vpholde the State and Maicſtic of 
Kings and Princes, into whoſc hands God hath commit- 
ted the ſword of publike authoritic, Now our aducrſa- 
ries cannot chuſe but ſee, and all the Chriſtian world can 
witnelle with vs this day, that in all theſe places where at 
this preſent through Gods goodnes and mercy,thetruth 
ofthe goſpel 1staught, all ſuch places are become more 
obedient to-ſupcrior powers then cuer they were before. 
That there is greater maieſtic to-be found, leffe arrogan- 
cicandtyrannie: the Princemore honoured , the Com- 
mon-wealth and Church in far greater quiet,then in for- 
mertime of corruption,when neither the Prince knewe 
what belongedto him; northe ſubiefsknewe what pro- 
perly belonged cither to (2ſar,or vnto,God. ' 

And verilie onereaſon to perſwade anie mans conſci- 
ence;that popericis not of God, may be this: that where-- 
as 
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as the dodtrine of the Goſpel is adoftrine of obedience, 
which Chriſt both taught and aRted ; his Apoſtles both 
by precept and pratiſe confirmed: & whereas the whole 
current and ſtreame of antiquitie runneth the ſame way, 
that all manner of perſons, yea the BB. of Rome them- 
ſelues for many hundred yeares together, did acknow- 
ledge the Emperour for their Lord, licegeLord and Mai- 
ſterz the dofrine of the preſent Church of Rome per- 
fwadeth flatly to diſobedience and plaine rebellion. It 
tcacheth chat the people vpon the Popes warrant may 
lawfully beare armes again(t their foucraigne: that by 
diſpenſation fromthe Pope,they may lawfully renounce 
their allegiance, yea further yponthe Popes iuber, they 
may lay violent hands vpon him, And fo'the leſuites 
haue deliuered it for the tcſolute and vndoubted iudge- 
ment of the Church of Romeyhat it i a thing both lawful, 
and meritorions to kill and to murther Chriſtian Princes pro- 

feſſing a contrarie religion to the dottrine and faith of that 


' Chmrch, poperic thertore that profeiſeth, nota lawtulnes 


onely, but a merite in ſuch deſperate attempts, contrarie 
tothe manifeſt voyce of God, Thou ſhalt not kill, doth 
clearely conuince it ſclfe,and ſhew it ſelfe to be a religion 
of the diucll, and not of God. Let this then ſuffice for a 
conclulion-of my fourth motiue, toſhew, that this is the 
alone propertic ofthe Goſpel, whereſocucrtrucrcligion 
flouriſherh, to ſeaſon the hearts both of youngand old 
with truc ſubicQion and Chriſtian obſcquioulncift4o- 
the higher and ſupcriour powers. . ©. #1 
Fifily if long peace, wealth andprofperitic tothe out- 


ward bleſſings of God (as vndoubtedly they be) where- 


by be declareth his ſpeciall fauour vnto that Prince and 
kingdome, which fcarc him, and worſhip him ſincerely, 
and with whom he is well pleaſed, accqrding to-his word 
and promiſcs in the ſcriptures, that this mult beanargu- 
ment both ofthe (ingular fauour of god to all proteſtant 


Princes that haue imbraced the Goſpel,and ofthe fincere 
D ; 7 religion 
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rcligion profeſſed by them wherewith he is well pleaſed. 
F —_ _ Kings of /#da, who cuer more abounded 
with all peacc and worldly fclicitie then thoſe who were 
molt religiouſly addited and affected tothe ſervice of 
God,as loſizs, Ez:chias, Tehoſapbat ;Daxid, Salomon ? Thus 
the Lord ſpake to king Jehoiakem by his Prophet Jere- 
mie ; Did not thy father lolias cate and drinke and 

nhen he executed indge ment and inſtice ? and was wat all this 
becanſe he knew me,/aith the Lord ? What Prince was there 
eucr in the world cither more honoured or feared then 
Conſtantine the great was aftcr he had once received the 
Chriſtian religion? all the kingdomesthis day polleiſed 
with proteſtane Princes, all the free cities and Common- 
wealchs of Helentis, neuer were in more riches or (ctled 
tranquilitic : never ſo potent, nor ſo.orderly gouerned 
as they be at this day, religion-there-hauing fo free a 
paſſage, and courſe among them as it hath, and to come 
necrer home to our owne daics, if we doc but conſider 
with our owneſclues the long, peaceable and proſperous 
raigne of our late dread ſoucraigne Queene Elizabeth, 
the very ioy of Chriſtendome, whoſc land in her Caics, 
was a fantuaric to all the world groning forthe libertic 
of true religion, we ſhall perceiue that from the begin- 
ning of her moſt happie raigne vntillthe day of her diſ- 
ſolution, by gods (ingular goodnelle, this kingdome of 
great Britainc, hath enioycd more vniuerſall peace, the 
people of the land encreafſed in greater numbers in more 
ſtrength,with greater riches,and lelle ſicknelle, the earth 
hath yeelded more fruits,and generally al kind of world- 
ly felicitic hath more abounded fince, and during the 
time of the Popes thunders, bulles, -curſcs and male- 
ditions, then in any other long time before, when the 


Popes pardons and tleflings came yearely into the 


Realme, as they did in Queene Afaries daics. And thus 
much for proofe that the outward bleſſings of God, 
which he hath beſtowed vpon ſuch Kings and Princes, 
and 
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end fates as have embraced the Goſpel of his ſonne 
Chri(t Iefus, are vndoubted arguments and demon(tra- 
tions of the true and fincere religion profetiled by 
them, 

The laſt motiue to perſwade any Chriſtian man, not 
wilfully blinde to embrace the religion this day profe( 
ſed inthe reformed Churches, is with an vnpartiall eye 
to conſider the great , (Irange and maruclous things, 
which the Lord hath done forthe honour and aduance- 


, ment of che Goſpel in ſuch places where it hath bene rc- 


ceived. Isit not ſtrange that Afartine Lather having his 


z enemicsſo many, ſo malicious, ſo mightic, ſhould not- 


withſtanding after nine and twentie yeares preachinggdie 
quietly in his bed, in peace bothof body and minde,and 
be buricd with that honour, that fewe of his ranke and 
ſorte was cuer before 2 Who could eucrhaue thought 
that after ſuch a (traunge ard a moſt cruell mallacre 
in France about the yeare 1572. there ſhould haue beene 
remaining ſo much as any one Proteſtantaliuc? and yet 
notwithſtanding all that crueltic, though fewe in num- 
ber forſaken and deſticute of all worldly afſurances, be- 
ing brought as it were to-nothing, hane yer ſtrangely 
and indeed miraculouſly lifted vp their heads againe 
to the terrour and confulion of their proudeſt enc- 
mics. - 

Againe how can we conceiue it pofhble, that the citie 
of Genena ſhould cuer he able to hold out fo long againſt 
ſo madty intended inuifions and plottes by the Duke of 
Sauoie entending their vtter ruine and defolation, but 


* thatthe hands oftheirarmics were ſtrengthened by the 


hand of the mightic God of Jacob, their (trong redee- 
mer, who maintaining their cauſe againſt the rage of 
their enemics, compalled them about with many ioy» 
full deliuerances, hiding them as-it were a ſhaft in the 
= of his moſt carcfull, and mercitull proui- 


nce.. 
What 
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What was purpoſed and intended by that invincible 
Navie of che Spaniards in 88. the Chri(tii world can wit- 
netle, that it was nothing el(c but to bring this noble 
Realme of England into ſlauiſh bondage. And did not 
almightic God the ſonne (tand vpon our gard by getting 
himſclte honour vpon Pharas, and vpon all the Eg ypti- 
ans, eucnvpon that great Armado, which had beene ſo 
long in preparing, ſothat their Altar-God, their Cruci- 
fix God, their Capitolian God, were notas our God, our 
cnemiecs being iudges,ſundric of the ſouldiours of Spaine 
confeſling, that during all the time of the fight at (ca, 
Chriſt had ſhewed him/elfe a plaine Lutherane. But let vs 
looke alitle further into the exceeding fauour of God 
ſhewed in particular to the late Queene Elizabeth, how 
many and ſundric times was her deareſt blood ſought, 
and how neere the bloudic traitcurs haue beene tothe 
very execution of their diucliſh deſignements, ſome of 
them and more then once or twice, in neereſt and pri- 
uate places with their murderous weapons in their 
hands, and yet behold how (till they were preuented,the 
Lord (triking them with ſuch a ſuddaine trembling of 
heart, and a(toniſhmene of minde, that they had neuer 
the power once tolay violent hands vpon her? 

If all this doe not ſuffice for proote of the truth on 
our (ide, and not with the Papiſts, let goddes ſpecial fa- 
uour miraculouſly ſhewed to the Kings maieſtie that 
now is, and his exceeding bleſſings vpon this our coun- 
tric by his moſt happie entrance vyto this crowne, and 
ſucceſle to this kingdome, be to vs as it is indeed, an ar- 
gument that the religion profciled this day , isthe true 
religion acceptable to God,& conformable to his word : 
but as God inall ages hath ſhewed his power in the mi- 
raculous and gracious deliucrance of his Church, and 
protection of his holie and eternall truth, ſodid it neuer 
more cleerely ſhewe it ſelfe, then in the wonderfull and 
mighty deliuerice of our gracious K, lames,the Queens, 
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the Prince,and the reſt of the royall braunches, together 
with the Nobilitic , Clergie, and the Commons of this 
Realme, by the pouler-Traytors, the papiſts, appointed 
as m_—_ for the (laughter. And let thus much be ſuffici - 
ent to hauce ſpoken touching the ſtrangaand wonderful 
things which a/mighty God hath ſhewed 1n theſe lalt daics, 
tor the honour of his Goſpell, for the better ſatisfa&tion 
of them which as yet ſtand in doubt,whether the Golpel 
we preach,be the onely true & Catheolike faith of Chriſt, 

Bur beliJes thoſe men which (tand at a ſtay,and arc not 
yetreſulucd, which religion, I meane ours orthepapiſts 
istrueſt,ther isriſen another generation of men,that are 
of opinion , that there is no reall difference between the 
doQrine of the preſent Romane church, &thereligion of 
the proteſlits,&lo makea fauorable compromiſlion,that 
the queſtions of religion betweene vs might calily be ac- 
corded, which I take tobe a thingaltogether impoſlible, 
the Papilts (tanding in ſuch termesof oppolition againſt 
vs8as they doe, I remember my ſclfe preaching at a ccr- 
taine countrey pariſh, ſome three yeercs agoe,, a (imple 
countrey man commeth vnto me,and thus beginneth to 
queſtion with me : Syr, your preachers make vs (imple 
men of the countrey belicue, that there is a wonderfull 
great difference berweene the new & old Religion. Pray 


' Sir,ſaith he,what oddes is there betweene Cur Father,and 


Pater noſter ? None at all, ſaid I, but onely this,that the 
one is in Latine,and the other in Engliſh, YouWuc an- 
ſwered right(ſaich he,and ſo 1 am perſwaded)that there is 
noother difference at all betweene the Maile & our En- 
glith Communion,but onely thatthe one is in Latin,the 
other in Engliſh, And of this opinion it ſcemeth ther be 
manie,which thinke and are perſwaded , that our rcligi- 
on, and the religion of Rome, arcall one for ſubſtance. 
For ſatisfaion therefore of them which thinke our En- 
liſh Communion and the popiſh Maſle all one for fub- 
ance, I will ſct downe certaine reall differences, Ron 
E y 
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by it may cuidently appeare,that the dotrine of the pos 
piſh Maſſe,neither hath,nor can haue any agreemetat all 
with the Lordes ſupper. 1 ſpeakeatthistimeto men of 
great vnderſtanding & knowledge, iucge yce what I ſay, 

Firſt, whercazsll the ſcruice and ſacraments in $.Panls 
time, were done in the congregation, in a knowne lan= 

uage, the whole (cruice of the Malle is faide either in 
the Greeke or Latine tongues, not vnderſtood of the 
common vulgar people. 

Chriſt both gaue bread, and likewiſe commanded them 
ſaying, Drinke yee all of this, the Church of Reme will tno 
hand ſuffer and permit the ay-people to drinke of the 
Cup, calling them Herenikes.and Calixtions,thatdelire to. 
recciue the Cup together with the bread, in the celebra+ 
tion of the Lords Supper. 

By Chriſts inſtitution the Prieſt and the people ſhould 
both communicate together : but in their Popith Malle 
the Pricſt is ſuffered to cate and drinke all alone the po 
o ſtanding by,and not partaking the Lords ſupper with 

im. 

Chriſt at his Afawndie inſtituted a Sacrament of thank(- 
giuing , and commaunded vs bycating and drinking to 
be partakers of his budie that was-wounded, and of his 
blood which was ſhed the next day,forthe remitting and 
pardoning of our ſinnes. 

But the Church of Rowe hath turned this Sacrament 
into a-@crifice. And whereas the Sonne of God ſaide, 
T the this and eate it in remembrance of mee , the Church of- 
Rome (aith, take and offer this to bee a propitiatoric ſaci» 
fice for the quicke and the dead, 

Cliriſt tookethe bread in his hands, bleſſed it;and gaue. 
it to his Diſciples : but heedid notſay , looke vpon it, 
kneele,and knock vntoit, and worſhip it with diuinc ho- 
nour, all which the church of Kom: commandcth to be 
done in their popiſh Mafle: but as Chriſt took the bread, 
lo he leftit bread , whereas the popiſh Prieſt takes bread, 

and 
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and conjureth it away , by breathing vpon it. 

Laſtly, Chriſt ordained his laſt Supper, and inſtituted 
this Sacrament of his bodic and bloud,to this ende, that 
we ſhould continually remember his death vntill his ſe- 

.cond comming,and for that cauſc it is called Enchariſtia. 
And whereas Exſcbirs laith,that Chrilk commaunded vs 


tooffcrvp a remembrance of his death in ſteed of a Sa- 


crifice,the popiſh church not conteting themſclucs with 
this ſacrifice of praiſc,and thankſgiuing,wherein we cele- 
bratc the remembrance, and as Naziaxzene callethr it, 4 

e of that great myſterie of the death of Chri#t, they hold 
that their Malle, which they call The daily Sacrifice ef the 
Chnrch, is not a commemoratiuc,but arcall acrifice,not 


.a figure and remembrance of that which is paſt , but the 


thing it ſclfe ; that the ſacrifice Chriſt offered vpon the 
Crolle ,and theirs in the Maile is all one: that the ſame 
bodice of Chriſt which was borne of the Virgin Aarie, 
and which was offcred vp, vponthe Croile for our Re- 
.demption, is the very ſame, cuen idem n«mero, with that 
which is offered vp by the Pric(t, to-God the Father in 
the Malle, for the remiſſion of linnes. By theſe materi- 
all differences,which here I haue ſet downe;, it is plainely 
manifeſt,thatthe popiſh Malle doth in manic things va» 
ric & (warue fromthe.inſtitution of Chriſt,as moſt plain- 
ly is to be (cene;in the x 1.cha: of x. Corint: ver{.23.where 
the Apoſtle at large doth deſcribe the whole order and 
inſtitution of the Lords Supper, 

Andthus it is cuidently to be perceiued,that the Maſle 
as now itisvſcd, is nothingelſe, butan heape of ſinfull 
deuiſes,and abuſes,inuented by Sathan and broached by 
Antichriſt, to deface & fruſtratethe Lords ſupper:where 
belidesthcirruitelcile [42 acti nw Ccremoe 
nies, their private and halfe commynion ſubuerteth the 
Lordes inſtitution : their ſacrifice derogateth from his 
death and bloud-ſheadirg : their adoraticn of bread and 
wine,conuinceth them of hainous Idolatrie. 

E 2 But 
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But to proue that Prote(tancy and poperie cannothe 
reconciled : Firſt,the Papiſts themliclues hold the d:iffee 
rences betweene vs to bee ſuch : that it is impoſſible for 
any Peicteſtantto be laucd, 

Againe,all che grounded diuines of the Proteſtants re. 
ligion inſiſt vpon the ſame differece. That ſundry points 
of poperic doc quite razc the veric foundation of Chri- 
ſian religion, Marke(ſaith Biſhop Jeveto D, Harding) 
What yee were lately , and what yee would now ſeeme to bee : 
what way yee trode then,and what way yee treads now : the arfe 

ference is noleſſe then betweene light and darkeneſſe ;, li/e and 
death; heauen and hell: (o greata change(ſaith hee) would 
require ſome good time of deliberation. Which atlcuc- 
ration of that worthy Biſhop , how agreeable itis tothe 
ruth , and conſonant to the praQtiſe of the ancient Ca- 
tholike church, and Doctors thereof, who would never 
yeeld, 1 willnotfay in an opinion, but not ſo muchas in 
aforme of ſpeech, or in the chige ofa letter, ſounding a- 

ainſtthe orthodoxallfaith: and whether there bee not in 

undry fundamentall points of faith, great and many dif. 
ferences betweene Romeand vs, let it be duely confige- 
red, by theſe inſtances following. 

The firſt maine pointof Catholike doArine,which the 
Papiſts goe direRtly againſt, isthe doAtine of free 11/1fi- 
cation by faith ale, which doftrine D. Biſhop in his Epi- 
ſtle dedicatory tothe K. Maicltic,ſetteth down as a maine 
herelie, that Luther layed for the greund of his religion: 
namecly,that a man #; initified by faith alore. But I demaund 
ofany ſober Papiſt , not too much wedded to the preiu- 
dice of his own opinion,what other,or what better foun- 
dationcould any man lay,then that which is already laid, 
which is Ieſus Chriſt, which doctrine is the very life and 
ſouleof the Church, 

For this was the Catholike faith of the church of Rome, 
when $. Paxle wrote his Epiſtle vnto them, ther a man is 

Rom. 3.24. inftified gratis , for God a mercic,for nothing, and that by the 
grace 
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grate of God withont the workes of the law. Quite contraric 
to which dodtrine ofthe Apoſtle, the Papiits hold iuſti- 
fication by workes of grace, auouching that we are not 
iultified before God, onely by the merites of Chriſt, but 
allu by our owne doings, aftirming that good workes are 


trucly and properly meritorious, and the cauſes of our 


ſaluation,and that heauen is as trucly the reward of good 
workes, as hell is the ſtipend of cuill workes: that good 
workes doe fully fatisfic the law of God, and worthily 
delcrue cternall life: and that good workes wrought and 
done inthe [tate of grace or farre mcritorious,as that 
Go4 (huuld be vniuſt, if he rendred not heauen tor the 
ſame, charging the iuſtice of God, not in reſpec of his 
promiſc,asthe Apoſtle doth,but in reſpe of merite,and 
deſcrt of workes. Where we clearely perceiue and ſee, 
that there is a great difference betweene the Church of 
Rome and vs, cucn in the principall Article of our faith 
touching the Saluation of our ſoules z we belecuing ſteds 
faltly, that it is to be aſcribed to the merites of Chriſt, 
they expeding ic forthe merit of their workes, | 

_* Another (ub%antiall point of the Catholike faith the 
Papiſts dirctly impugne, in maintaining a daily reall 
ſacrifice of the body of Chriſt in their Maile forthe (ins 
of the quicke and dead, whichthey hold co be a very (o- 
ueraigne,true,and propitiatoricſacrifice,& in all reſpeRs 
of power and vertuc, as available, and as effeftuall as was 
the ſacrifice on the crolle for the remiſſion of linnes. For 
the diſproofe of which moſt wicked and blaſphemous 
allertion, there be ſundric arguments and proofes to be 
produced out of the word of God. 

Firſt if Chriſt could haue bene offered more then once, 
then mult he likewiſe aſter haue ſuffered. Heb.g. 25.26. 

But now in th= end ofthe world he hgh 'ONCe 
to put away linne bythe ſacrifice of hinlelte. Heb.g. 26. 
Therefore he cannot nowany more be offered in the 


Malle. 
E 3 Againe, 
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Againe,thatthing is in vaineandto none effe&,where 
there is noneceſſitic it ſhould be done: but to offer vp 
any more ſacrifice propitiatoric for the quicke and the 
dead, there is no neceſlitie : the reaſon whereofthe Apo- 
ile giueth to be this, becauſe Chriſt hath offered one 
kicrifce, and with that one ſacrifice, and offeringvpof 
himſeltc, hath conſecrated for cucr them that are lanRi- 
fied, Heb. 10 12. 14. 

This muſt then be the concluſion,that there is none« 
ceſſitie why we ſhould offer vp Chriſt any more for re- 
miſſion of linnes. 

Thirdly, the reaſon why the Prieſts of the. old law did 
yearely repcate their ſacrifices was this, tbecauſe thoſe 
ſacrifices yearely offered, could neuer take away linnes, 
Heb.10.1 1, But the ſacrifice of Chriſt once offered hath 
ſunRificd the commers thereunto : for wee are ſandti- 
fied cuen by the offering of the bodie of Ielus Chriſt 
once made, Heb. 10,10, 

Therefore ſeeing that Chriſt by that @ne 6blation of 
himſclfe hath purchaſed for vs eternalt redemption, 
Hes.9.12. there needeth no more propitiatorie ſacritice 
tobe made for inne. 

Wherethere is remiſſion of ſinnes alreadie obtained, 
there is no more offcring for ſinne, there needeth no 
moreſacrifice to be offered, Heb.14.18. But Chriſt hath 
beene offered once to take away the (innes of many, Heb, 
9.28.and by his owne blood he hath entred once tothe 
holy place to obtainecternal redeption for vs: Heb.g. 12, 

Therefore the Maile cannot be a-propitiatorie-{acri- 
fice for ſinnes, ſeeing alrcadic by the deathof Chriſt we 
haucremiſlion cf ſinnes, 

Laſtly, without blood and ſhedding of blood, there is 
no forgiueneflc gf finnes. Heb. yg. 22. 

But in the daily ſacrifice of the Malle there is no ſhed- 
dingof blood, for they call their Maile an vobloodie (a- 


crifce, 
There» 


Therefore inthe ſacrifice ofthe Male there is no remi(. 
ſion of ſinnes,and ſo by conſequent the Maſſecan be no 
truc propitiatorie ſacrifice, Thus we ſee how the doctrine 
of the popiſh Malle is ex diametrorepugpant to the do- 
Arin: ofthe Apoſtlc,and to the whole order and inſtitu- 
tion of the Lords Supper, 

A third very matcriall and (ubſtantiall point of the 
Chriſtian Catholike faith impugned this day by the pre- 
ſent Romane Church, is this, that contraric tothe cx- 
pretſe words of our Sauiour Chriſt, thow ſhalt worſhip the 


Lord thy God, and him onely thou ſhalt ſerne : contrarie to Math.4. 16, 


the commandement whichthe Angel gaueto /ohn, when 


he fell at his feete to worſhip-him z See thou doe it not, Jars goue, 19.10, 


thy fellow ſernant and of thy bretheren which hane the teſt ima 
me of leſus, worſhip God: contrarie tothe examples of Peter 


and Paul and Barnabas, Which vtterly refuſed all manner- 43, j 


ofadoration,Paz/and Barnabas renting their clothes cry- 
ing out to the people of Lycaonia, © men why doe ye theſe 
things ? We ave even men ſubiett to the like paſſions, ye be, and 
preach vnto gu that ye ſhould turne from theſe witine idolles 
onto the lining God, which made heaxen and earth, and the ea, 


and alt things that inthem are : and Peter (peaking to Corne- 44,10, 25, 


lis, (Who at his firlt meeting of him fell downe at his feete 
and worſhipped him) (aid thus vnto him, taking him-vp, 
and wp: for enen [my [olfe am am in, cAtratic to the con-- 
tinuall and conſtant practiſe of the ancient Catholike 
primitive Church of Chriſt, which as S. Hiers wicnellethy 
did neither worſhip Sunne nor Moone, nor-Angell, nor 
Archargell, nor Cherubin, nor Seraphin, noranyother 
name; that is named cither inthis world, or in the world 
to come, leaſt they ſhou!d ſcrue the creaturein ſteed of 
the creator, whois God bletſed for euer: contrarie to the 
determination of Gregorie the great and firſt of that 
name;who alſo him(clf: was Biſhop of Rome, and there- 
forc his voice to be. accounted as an oracle of God, who 
albcic hee did well like the haning of images in the 

Church, 
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Church, yethe vtterly condemneth the idolatrouswor- 
ſhipping of them alleaging for proofe thereof the place 
of{cripture before named, rho ſoalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God,and him onely ſhalt thow ſerne. 
All this I ſay notwithſtanding the Church of Rome 
this day, cuen in this cleare light of the Goſpel main- 
taines and defends the worſhip and adoration of Angels: 
the worſhipot Saints departed: the worſhip of the ima- 
ges of the trinitic:the worſhip of the croile and crucifixe: 
the worſhip of images which they (ct vp in their Chur- 
ches, to the intent the people may attribute divine ho- 
nour vnto them, and laftly the worſhip of their breaden- 
God,their ſacrament of the Altar,as they terme it, whom 
they call their Lord and their God, crying out to a pecce 
of bread,O Lord,O God,O Lambe of God that takeſt away ihe 
ſins of the world, hawe mercie vpon 115,and receiue our praicrs. 
And verily were there no other cauſe to induce all 
good Chriſtians to depart from the fellowſhip and com- 
munion of the Church of Rome, this one doQtrine of 
aJoratioff, wherein they teach the conv@pn people to 
call the ſacramenttheir Lord and God, and ſo by giving 
the honour of God to acreature that is no God, to com- 
mit grotle and maniteſt [dolatric, this pointalone were 
cauſe ſutncient for them to deteſt both them andtheir 
religion for cuer. ® 
For what oddes I beſcech you is there betweene thoſe 
blind Iewes,#ich ſaid to aftocke, thou art my father, &toa 
ſtone thou haſt begotten me, and thoſe wiltull and blind Pa- 
piſts which cry vpon the Sacrament ofthe Altar, in ſub- 
ſtance a baſe and corruptible creature, Lord / am not wor- 
thie, Lord be mercifull to me a ſinner:O Lord,O God,O Lambe 
of God receive onr praiers, The one ſort the H. Ghoſt hath 
traduced for a mgmerable, and dete(tablecrew ofidola- 
ters;and ſo may we bythe like reaſon, and vpon as good 
ground and warrant condemne all the Papiſtsliuing this 
day for moſt vile and Mameful idolaters,tor adoring ard 
wor- 


| betwrene two opinions, by © 
vorllippiags of bread. O moſt horrible idolatric | 

Twit himſclfc being an heathen man could ſay, #ho 
was ener ſo very 4 foole, as to beleene the thing he eateth to be 
his God? T he very children in Grammer Schoole can 
tell vs, that the heathens thatadored Bacchus and Ceres, 
which firſt found out, and taught the vic of breade 

and wine , whereas beforethey had fed on achornes, and 
dranke water : yet notwithſtanding they werencuer ſo 
fooliſh, or ſo belotred as to giue godly honourto bread 
and wine, 

By this then, which hath bene alrcadic ſpoken, itis 
clearely preutd, that there is no compatibilitic betweene 
Prote(tancic & Poperic, and that the diuerlitic betweene 
vs, is of ſo materiall and needfull points, that if they be - 
right, wee arc wrong : if wee be right, they are wrong : 
both they and wee cannot. be both together Catholike 
members of the truce Church, 

The reaſon why wee cannot account Papiſts for mem- 
bers of the true Church,is, becauſe they maintain ſundry 
points which go direCtly againſt the Chriſtian faith,they 
doe not content them(clues onely with Chriſt, nor with 
his Sacraments, but ſet vpother mediatours in heauen, 
other doctrines and ſacraments on carth.Belidesthat,as 
I hauc alreadic proucd,they adore the creatures of bread 
and wine, in (tecde of Chriſt. They bow their knees to 
painted & caruced images : they ioyne nature with grace: 
mans merites with Gods mercies: vnwritten veritics with 
holie ſcriptures: their owne (atisfaftions with the blood 
of Chriſt, and ſo direaly _impugne ſundric fundamen- 
call points of the Chriltian faith, which gencrally other- 
wiſe they will ſceme to hold. ob; 

Bur I hearcſome man ſaying vnto mee, if the caſe be 
ſuch,the differences ſo great betweene thereligion of the 
Papiſtsand ourrcligion,how is _—_— that any Recu- 
Cant papiſt now living can be ſaucd? 


I anſwer, that as in the rebellion which 15/o/om made Solut: 
| F 


again(t 
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againſt his Father Daxid, there were manic true ſubicRs 
| of Daxid that went after A4b/o/on, to take his part in their 
.  £, Sam: 15, ſimplicity,as the ſcripture recordeth,knoning nothing, wher« 
11, vntothetrecherousplottes of 4b/o/on did tende, Sono 
doubt charitic moucth mce to thiake that there are ma+ 
nic in this Kingdome , honelt men, blinded with ſome 
opinions of poperic, as in the queſtions of the real pre- 
ſence, or inthe number of 7, Sacraments , or inthe do- 
Arine of Auricular confellion,or ſome luch (choole que- 
ſion , not knowing or belicuing all pointes ff poperic, 
which indeed is the very myſterie of iniquitic. Of ſuch I 
ſay, that in the ſimplicitie of their harts,thinke ofthe Popes 
doQrine,no otherwiſe then Davids ſubics did of the rc« 
bellion of 45/olon ; 1 will nor difpaire , but verily hope 
that ſuch may be ſaued, notwithſtiding their miſperſwa- 
ſion in ſome points of religion,which doe not deſtroy a« 

ny article of faith,and Chriſtian bcliefc, - 

But as for the reſt of our wilfull recuſant papiſts,which - 
both erre in the foundation,& hate the truth of the Gola 
pell reucaled vnto them , which hate: inſtruction, and 
ſtoptheir cares againſt the word,we offer vnto themghol- 
ding the infallibilitic of the Popes iudgemet;the vniuer- 
falitic of his juriſdiftion and power , to diſpoſe of the 
Kingdomes of the world , which belicuc free will ro per- 
forme,and to dothe ations of vertue without aſſiſtance 
of ſpeciall grace : which holdeand maintaine perfeRi- 
ons of irtherent rightcouſnelle,ſatisfaQions, merites of 
condignitic, propitiatofic ſacrifice of the Malle : which 
giue Gods honour to images, maintaine iuſtification by 
works,and ſuch like, of ſuch I ſay,l may without breach 
of charitic afirme, thatif they (oliuc, and ſodie, inthe 
armes of the whore of ' Baby/on, they can neuer be ſaued. 

Bucthe Papiſtsreplie vpon vs,and further obie, that 
if the caſc of recuſant papiſts he ſuch,why then(fay they) 
we mult likewiſe condemne all cur forefathers tothe pit 


of hell , who helde none other but the ſame opinions 
| wee 


wee holde this day. : . 
Touching our forcfathers, we both ſpeake and thinke Solut: 
of them,ascharitie leadethvstothinke : we take notvp- 
on vs to know cither the faith or repentance of them, 
that died before our time,and therefore we commit their 
judgement vato God. We ſay with the Apollle,The foun- 
dation of God ſtandeth firme and ſure, haning this [eale , The 
Lorde knoweth who ave his: and according tothe (criptures 
thus wee belicuc of them all, that ſuch as heldethe onely 
foundation which is Chiiſt Ieſus,in a true & lively faith, 
were all laucd, although they built ypon this foundation, 
chaffc, (traw,or mi : and doubt not therefore, but that 1.Cor: 3.15 
maniethouſands of our anceſtours, cucn in thoſe times 
of great blindeneſſe and corruption, holding onely the 
ſame foundation leſus Chriſt were ſaued, and fo Jicd the 
ſcruants of God : notwithſtanding they were miſled and 
. carried away with ſundric crrours and {uperſtitions, for 
want of duc knowledge of the word of God,which their 
paſtors and leaders ſhould haue inſtructed them withall, 
But for a further anſwere to this obicRion, I ſay,that 
«the caſe of our recuſant Papilts living at this day, and the 
caſe of our fore-fathers , liuing in times of great corrup- 
tion are not peers, nor nothing like at all. 
The diſpariſon 18 this: our fore-fathers liued in atime 
of great blindnes, wherein there was a generall decay of 
learning, wherin all good liberall Arts and learning were 
aboliſhed. The skic growing cuen darke with the mi- 
ſtic fogges of ignorance,when their paſtours and leaders 
were not onely Sir [ohn lacke Latines, but $. Tobx lacke ho« 
neſties,who could neither ſpeake Latin,norreade Engliſh, 
nor vnderſtand thearticles of our faith, nor any part of 
the ſcriptures, clowdes without raine,lanthorns without 
light, ſale without ſauour, blinde guides, dumbe dogges, 
that (as one ſaith)ſceme to haue their ſoules given them 
in ſtecde of ſalt to keepethem from ſtinking.z and what 
marucll then, if the people being ledde by ſuch blinde 


2 guides, 
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guides , became blindetheraſclucs, and fell into ſundrie 
errours? Butas for our recuſant papiſls, they live in the 
learnedſt age that cuer was, (ſince the timeof the A 
ſtles,when as the wordof God and knowledge of ſauing 
truth,was never ſo plentifull and flouriſhing as now itis, 
Againe , theerrours of our fore-fathers proceeded of 
meere (iwplicitic and want of iudgement. Of whomel 
may ſay the ſame that S. A»g»/tine laide of Cyprian and 


bap. cap. 8 his colleagues, crring in the doqrine of Rebaptization; 


That if they had bene in his time, when vpon exaR and 
full diſcuſſion of things ,it was reſolued otherwiſe, they 
would haue bene of another minde : Soverilic, if our 
fore-fathers,whole zeale was exceeding great, and a reli- 
giouscare to {erue God , hadliued in theſe latter times, 
and had ſcene the true groundes of our religion , they 


* would moſt willingly haue<mbraced the ſame truth we 


profciſe this day : many thouſands of them in their life 


| time, deſiring to haue ſcene & heard thoſe things which 


wee to our vnſpeakable comfort haue both heard and 
ſcene, And howſocuer manie of our fore-fathers were 
in ſome points deceiued,yet it is manifeftly to be proued 
that the worthicſt and beſt learned men in former times 


- thought no otherwiſe then wee doe in all ſubſtantiall 


intes of Chriſtan belicfe, complaining cuen as we doe 
of the intolerable burdEs which the Popes laid on them 
in thoſe dayes , wiſhing the remouing of fuch things as 
wee hauc remoued. 

Butas touching the crrours of our obſtinate and wil- 
full recuſant Pap: they proceed of meere obſlinacie,per- 
tinaciouſly defending moſt dangerouserrours, Hee that 
is deceined,and erreth of ſimplicitie may be pardoned: but after 
the truth ts once renealed,who ſo newertheleſſe continueth in his 
former erronrs nittmgly and willingly, ſinneth without pardon 
of ignom:iny,as being oner borne by preſumption and wilfulneſſe, 
And this I take to be the very caſe of all our recuſant Pa- 
piſts this day. So great an oddes there is betweene ſim- 


ple 
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ple errour and wilfull defence, Verily for my part am 
perſwaded, that there is neuera ſober and learned papilt 


in this land, that can denie (if he will truly ſay, and as he * 


thinketh in his owne conſcience) but that we are come 
as necre, as poſſible we could tothe Church ofthe Apo- 
{[tlcs,and Catholike Biſhops, which Church was ſound 
and perfit,and ſpotted with no kind of idolatrie,and haue 
dircted according to their cullomes and ordinances, 
not onely the doAtrine this day profeiſed in the Church 
of England, butalſo the ſacraments, and forme of com- 
mon pralcrs, and diuineſeruice eſtabliſhed here among 
vs: the plalmes we (ing,are Daxias : the kookes we reade 
are canonicall: the prayers we make are conſonant to 
the rule and proportion of faith,and true godlineſle, And 
ſoitappearcth,that our whole leiturgie with great iudg- 
ment, and reaſonable moderation, was purpoſely fo fra- 
med, out of the grounds of religion, wherein both ſides 
doe agrec, that the papiſt himſclfe mightreſort vnto it, 
without any ſcruple or {candall, if faction morethen rea- 
ſon did not prevaile. 
A third difference betweene our forefathers, and 
our Romiſh recuſants is this: our forefathers neuer for 
their part cuer vnderſtood the my(terie of popiſh ini- 
quitic, but in ſingleneſle of their hearts embraced the 
cncrall doctrine of the Goſpel, concerning ſaluation 
y faith in Chriſt : thoſe damnable and eatoncdle po- 
ſitions which the Church of Rome propoſcth to be 
holden, as veritics of the Catholike Fichs were neucr 
knowne in the daics of our forcfathers, that is, theſe 
fundamentall points of popiſh religion, viz: that the 
Pope is gods vicegerent here on carth, and therefore 
ſuperiourto the King of England. 
- That it is the Popes power to depoſe the King of 
England,and depriuc him of his crowne. 
That the Pope may abſoluc his ſubicts from their 


oath of allegiance to him. 
F 3 That 
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Thatat the Popes commandement, the people are to 
take armes againſt him. 
"That it is both lawfull and meritorious before God,to 
kiH, and to murther any Chriſtian Prince, ifhe fall into 
tyrannie or misbelicfe. 
The ſecrets of this occupation were never ſo much 
as heard ofin thoſe daics, I mcane this king-killing, and 
= #7 7 A—_— of the papiſts, for proofe wher- 


[ will aH{eadge vnto you one famous and memorable 
exampleas I find itrecorded. 


in the wofull warrcs with the Barons, when Kin 

Tobn was viewing of the Caſtell of Rocheſt held again 
him by the Earle of Arwndel, he was cfpied by a very 
good Arcubalaſter, whotold the Earle thereof, and ſaid 
' that he would ſoone diſpatch that crucll tyrant, if he 
would but ſay the word. God forbid,vile varlet (quoth the 
Earle) That we ſhould prone the death of the holy one of God, 
What ſaid the Souldiour, (wearing a monſtrous oath, 
he would not ſpare you, my Lord, if he had you atthe 
like aduantage ? No matter for that queth the Earle, Gods 
good will be done, and he will diſpoſe thereof, and not the king : 
an anſwere fitting and beſceming that moſt noble Earle 
far contraric to the praftiſe of our powder-Traitors, 
and likewiſe contrarie to the practiſe of the late popes 
of Rome, who hauc beene (o farre off from ſauing,and 
ſparing the life of Chriſtian Kings and Princes, Te 
Pope Hildebrand gauethe firſt preſident, they hauc hi- 
red Allacinours to murther them, & to lay violent hands 
ypon them, as itis plainely tobe proucd by the praftiſe 
of Piue quints, Gregory the thirteEth, Sixt quintus,wha 
not onely reſolued that parricide of Princes was law- 
full, but promiſed both earthly and heauenly recom- 
pence to ſuch as would offer their ſcruice to kill and 
murther them, The truth whercof is clearely to be iuſti- 
fied by the letters of Cardinal Como written to William 
Parrie, whercin contraric to the manifeſt voice of God 
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himſelfe, Thow ſralt not kill, he encourageth him to the 
ſlaughter of his liege Ladic and Miſtrille, asto an honou- 
rable and holy exploite. 

The laſt difference and 04des which I obſcrue betweene 
our forefathers,& our Romiſhrecuſants is this,that they, 
as they were generally forward and very zealous in that 
religion which they profeiſed, ſo were they as carcfull 
toſceke all the good meanes they could tro come to the 
knowledge of the truth :they faſted oftengthey praicd 
much, they were moſt diligent reforters to-the houſe 
of prayer, knowing that it was the place that God him- 
ſelte had made choiſe of to hauc his name called on : 
they would reade all ſuch good bookes as poſſible they 
could come by, for their better inſtruRtion in the know- 
ledge of God: andas itis recorded, and ſtoried of many 
of them they would ſit vp all night in reading and hea- 
ring, not caring for any expenſes or charges, ſo they 
might attaine to come by ſuch bookes in engliſh as they 
deferiednhey would not ſticke ſome of them togiue fiue 
markes for a Bible to reade in, and many of them moſt 
willingly would giuc a loade of haie for ſome few Chap+ 
ters of Saint James, or Saint Paw in Engliſh. And there- 
fore wee concriue this good hope of them, cuen of all 
ſuch,who ſought ſo carctully ro vic al the good meanes; 
whereby they- might- attaine to the ſauing knowledge 
of ttuth, although decciued in ſomepoints,yet that they 
had mercy ſhewed vnto them, anddocreſt in peace with 
God, and that the ſame God, who gaue them (ome mea 
ſure of knowledge, and would require of them accor- 
ding to that which they had , and not according - 
tothat, which they had not, did receiue them intothe 
number ofhis bleſſed and clet. But the caſe ofour xg- 
cuſants isa cleane other caſe. They refuſe almoſt al man» 
ner of conference with learned men : they will nor, nor 
in decd dare, onely forthe feare of diſplealingrthe Popes 
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holineſſe, reſort to our Churches, as for 11. yearcs tas! ** 
gether, in the raigne of the lateQueene of moſt precious 
and worthie memorie, all the papiſts ofthis kingdome 
did, and that without any ſcruple of conſcience, vntill 
they had recciued a countermand from the Biſhop of 
Rome, commanding them vpon paine of the blacke 
curſe to come no more to the Church : they arc forbid- 
den to reade the Scriptures: the Biſhops in Queene Mas 
ries daies, cauſed it not onely to be accounted herefie, 
but to be proclaimed fellonic for any lay man to haue 
an Engliſh Bible in his houſe, for his priuate ſolace and 
comfort : the learned treatiſes written by our men, they 
permir not their Diſciples once to reade, but interdi&t 
them cucn to many of their Seminaric Prieſts; no mar- 
vaile then if taking this courſe, the Icſuites and Prieſts 
keepe their lay tollowers-in a perpetuall ignorance of 
true religion, hauing once framed them to this princi- 
ple;that it is a deadly linne, cither toreade the bookes of 
the Proteſtants, orto heare theirſermors, or to be pre- 
ſent at their ſcruice, or to communicate withthem in 
any religious dutic whatſocuer, And let thus much be 
ſpoken touching the Prophets reprouing of the //ra- 
elutes for waucring and halting betweene two opinions: 
It followeth in the next part ro make proofe vnto you, 
that God and Baa/ cannot both be toyned together in 
one (eruice, | 
There is a ſpeech of Socrates greatly commended by 
S. Auguſtine, unumquemque denm ſic colt oportere, quomodo 
ſeipſum colend mpreceperat, That is, eucry God was to be 
honoured,as#he himſelfc had giuen in commandement. 
Vpon which principle the ancient Romanes in the 
tine of 7ib erins the Emperour grounding themſclues, 
albeit they did admit the religion of all other gods, 
yet by no mcanes they could be induced to recciue the 
religion of the God of the Hebrewse. The reaſon was 
this, they ſaw it neccllaric that citherall thcir idolls muſt 
| be 
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FFexcluded,and onely the true worſhip of God entertai- 


ned: or hee onely not admitted, the re{t to be honored. 
For by the word of God they found they could not agree 
together,and contraric to his word they would not (ceke 
to ſerue him, and therefore choſe rather to bee without 
Chriſt altogether , then to worſhip him and others with 
him againſt his will an4 commaundement, And verilic 
God will take it in better part that thou deuote thy (elfe 
toany religion,be it neuer(o bad,then to make a hodge 
podge of religion, and ſoto haue a mixture of good and 
bad religion together, infomuch that I am perſwaded 
that the worſhip of Mahomer lcelle offendeth God', then 
when ſuch as are by profeſſion Chriſtians , ſhall giue di- 


vine honour toa piece of bread, As for you houſe of I{-EX#. 20.39 


rael,(faith God by the Prophet Ezechie!) oe you and /erne 
emery one his [dol, ſeemg you will not obey me,c5 pollute iy ho» 
lit altar no more nith your gifies,and wth your [dolls, Where 
the Prophet intimateth , that God had rather that the 
Iſraelites ſhould bee profeſſed Idolaters, then to pretend 
his holie name with ſuch cortuptions. True religion 
will admitno mixture, but is (imple, Gud himſelfe (aid, 


Thou ſhalt not let thy cattell gender with diners kindes, Thou Leni:19.19. 


ſhalt not ſowe thy ficlde with mingled ſeeve : neither ſhall a gar= 
went of diners colours com: pon thee : ſignifying that wee 
mult ſticke to one religion, which indeed requireththe 
whole man,and cannot endure any doubling inthe wor- 
ſhip of God,nor any blending of 7#daiſme ,and Chriſti a- 
m/me togetner : norany reconciliation at all betweene 
Chriſt and B-4a/: betweene thetable of the Lorde, and 
the table of diuels : betweene God and Melchom : It is 
not poſſible that one wombe ſhould containe /acob and 
Eſau : one houſe the Arke and Dagon: one temple pray- 
er and merchandiſe : one heauen Mickaeltand the Dra- 
$00, and ſo God having ordained his Law (tricktly to be 
ept without declining either to the right hand or tothe 
lcft,giueth vs to vaderſtand,that hee himſclfe will be = 
G 


Pro:23.26. 
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ued alone, without corriualles of his glorie, with all our 
heart, ſtrength,and ſoule, Sonne(faith God)gine mee thine 
heart : andlet thimeeyes delight in my wayes : but Sathan wil- 
ling to part ſtakes with God , cricth out with the Harlor, 
Nec mihi,nec tibi, ſed dinid utter: Let honour and gloric,and 
worſhip bee neither mine nor thine, but let it be divided, 
Butthe Lorde our God beeing a icalous God, will notbe 
crowded ina corner of the heart,but he will haue cither 
all thine heart,orno partatall,cithcrall gloric,orno glo- 
ric : aut (eſar,aut nullns. 

And {o weare taught by the word of God in Deutero- 
nomic: Heare 6 I/rael,the Lord onr God ts Lord only, thou . 


Des. 61.4-5 ſhalt lene the Lorde thy God with all thine heart , and with all 


Ro: 8.38. 


thy ſoule, and with all thy might, that is: we muſt loue God 
ſweetely, ſtrongly, perſeucrantly, (keRionately, 
Loue God with all thine heart,that is, kindely ard af- 
Louec God withall thy ſoule,that is,wiſcly and diſcreetly, 
Loue God with all thy miight,that is, ftedfaſtly and con- 
ſtantly ; Let the louc of thine heart inflame thy zeale to- 
wards him : Letthe knowledge of thy ſoule guide it with 
diſcretion: Let the conſtancie of thy might and (tregth 
confirme it: That is ; Ictthy loue bee feruent, circum- 
ſpe,and inuincible. Sothat thou maicſt ay with the A- 
poltle, / am perſwadgdHat neither death, nor life,nor Angels, 
nov prixcipalitics, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things ro 
come, nor h:tght , nor depth , nor any other creature , ſhall bee 
able to ſeperate mee from the lone of God,which is in Chriſt [e- 
ſus my Lorde. Out of that which hath bene alrcady ſpo- 
ken touching this point of mingling Gods worſhip with 
the worſhip of any other, this covclulion or corollaric 
may bedcriued, which is this, that if cither thou ſcrue 
God with any other, as Saints, Angels, cr nie creature, 
which the Papitts doe, 

Orifthcufcruc him alone,any other way, then he pre- 
ſcribeth, thou loueſt him not , butthou docſt hate him, 
yea,cxtreamely hate him, and (halt finde at his hands wor 
* cwar 
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reward of a deadly encmic. Strange therefore muſt needs 
ſcemeto bee this Doarine of the Papiſts, wherein they 
teach, that wee inay honour God, as wee our (clues can 
beſt deuiſc. 

That if our intent be good, and our meaning be gocd, 
it skillerh not how, or in what manner wee worſnip him 
That theſe kindes of worſhippivgs of God, which come 
of our owne heade,wirhout the expreiſe commandemetr 
of God,arerthe more agreeable vnto him,the more they 
proceede of our (clues. Which doQtrine of theirs is the 
maine proppe of all idolatric,and the very roote of all 


. ſuperſtition, Forthe wayes of Godare nor as our waies: 


his thoughts are notas our thoughts : hee bath bridled 
our deuotion, and hathtaughe vs to worſhip him not in 
ſuch ſortas may ſeeme good in ourcycs,but onely as hee 
hath commanded vs. God commanded 41ec/es to build 
the tabernacle, according to that order and forme ſhew- 
ed him in the mount, neither durſt Moſes adde or dimi- 
niſh any thing, or to doe more or leiſe,then God appoin- 


ecd him, Certaine it is, that our good meanings make . 
not our doings good. Neither is our zcalea rule where- 


by wee may mcaſure oue cither our Faith, or our good 
workes, but onely the knowne willand pleaſure of God, 
There wanted no good intent,or good meaning cither 


in the //raclites, when they made a golden calfe : or in Exod: 3.2.4 


Nadab and A! thu, when they offered ſtrange fire: orin 


$aul,when heſpared king Agag : or in Vzz4,when he put Lemit: 10, 2. 
his hand tothe Arketo holde it: nor in 15, when hee 1. Sam: ©® 
15.22. 
Calucs, with the worſhip of the true God of Iſrael: and 2. Sam: 6.6, 
yet we {ce how that icalous God which could neuer abide 1. King: 12, 


would needs ioyne the worſhipping of Teroboarmms golden 


to be worſhipped otherwiſe then hee himſclfe had giuen 
in commandement,executcd his fierce wrath vpon them 


all,for their confeed religions, and halting conſcieces. 


And this for allthz world,isthe very guiſe and manner 
of worſhipthe papilts vic: Trucit is, they worſhip God, 
G 2 and 
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and they worſhip Chriſt , but not accordiug to his pre+ 
ſcript, but in ioyning the worſhip of other crearures with 
the worſhip of the only true God,they prouc themſelues 
to be plaine Idolaters , holding this for a moſt certaine 
dofrine, that the Crucifixe is to be werſhipped with the very 
ſelfe- fame worſhip, wherewith Chrift himſelfe is to be norſhip= 
ped. Thediffcrence then berweene the Papiſts and vs, 
in the doctrine of the worſhip and ſcruice of God,conſi- 
ſeth both in the manner and the matter of Gods wor- 
ſhip. In che manner of Gods worlthip , wee vpon juſt 
grounds doe varic from them,becaule that whereas God 
being a Spirite, loucth only ſuch worſhippers,as worſhip 
him in ſpirite and truth, and tothat ende would haue rc- 
ligion it ſelfe to be free vader very ſure and moſt mani- 
felt ceremonies of divine (cruice,and therefore hath de- 
liuered vnto vs ſome fewe in ſteed of many,and the moſt 
Tobn: 4, 29, ©alic to be done, mo{t honourablefor lignification, and 
Aug,de dot, molt cleareand pure to bee obſerued. Thereligion of 
Chre.l.z.c.g. *h< Papiſts is ſo loden with ceremonies,preſumptions,& 
deuiſesof men,thattheir manner of worſhipping of God 
intheir Temple, is become now altogether Iewiſhand 
carnall , conſiſting in nothing elſe but altogether in out- 
ward and ceremoniall exerciſes, in the doqrine whereof, 
ther is neither faith nor ſpirit,nor any working of the ho- 
lie Ghoſtalmoſt required. 

Touching the matter of Gods worſhip,whercin we dif- 
fer from the Papiſts, thus it ſtands, wee teach and hold, 
that onely God the Father,God the Sonne,and God the 
holie Ghoſt,are to be worſhipped with divine honor,and 
no creature beſides:grounding our (clues vpon this prin- 
ciple and maxime in diuinitie, that adoration is due one- 
ly to God,and therefore that God onely isto be worſhip- 

FAY ped. AndſoS. Augnitine faith , It i very well recorded in 
Den: 6. the Scriptures, that man was prohibited by an Angel to Wor« 
De verare- [9 none,but onely God,nder whom hee himſelfe was a fellowe 


higi. cap. 94. [ernant, And therefore heeſaith;, Ecce wnum ___ colo, 
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Bebold, I wor ſhip and adore none but God alone. And thence 
he deriucth the name of religion, quad es wn religet ani- 
mas noſtras, becauſe it religeth our foules onely to him : 
But the papiſts (as before hath beene alleadged in their 
ſeruice) ioyne with the worſhip of God, the worſhip of 
Angels, the worſhip of the Crucifix,the worſhip of ima- 
ges,the adoration of the Sacrament of the Altar, as they 
call it, whereunto they aſcribe diuine honour and wor- 
ſhip. | 
Hauin g thus farre proued vnto you that God and Ba« 
a/cannot both be ſcrued together, no more then God 
and Dagon can ſtand together, it remaineth now in the 
third place that I intreate of the Prophet E/as his exhor- . 
tion to the people wherein he exhorteth to conſtancie in 
| rcligionand following God, 


3. Part, ; 3.Part, 


Conſtancic, preſcucrance and continuance in the 
true knowledge of God, are vertucs required of all ſuch 
as intend to lead a godly, and a Chriſtian life, and finally 
reſolue to finiſh the period of theirlives in defence and 
maintenance of the true religion of leſus Chriſt. Hethae 4415-24. 
continueth tothe end ſhall beſaned, Behold faith God to the 13+ 
Angell of the Church of Philadelphia, behold I come ſhorth: Rene.z.11. 
beheld that which thou haſt, that no man take away thy crowne, 
And in the 2, of the Reuclation, thus the ſonne' of God 
ſpeaketh tothe reſt of them of Thiatyra,which knew not 
the deepenelle of Sathan, 7 will pat pon yow none other 
burden, but this, hold faſt that which you hane wntill come, Rene. 2,2 4, 
And the Apoſtle to the Hebrewes giueth vs this aduiſe ? 5. 
and counſell, that we ſhowld keepe the prof: ſſion of our hope Heb.10.23, 
without wavering, (0 that being rooted and grounded in 
truce knowledge, and built vpon the foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Icſus Chriſt himſclfe being the 
head and chicfe corner ſtone, we ſhould not i” 
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be children any more wauering and carried about with 
euery blaſt of doQtrine, by the deceit of men, and with 
craftineſſe,whereby they Iye in waite todeceiue. 

The diuell knowing full well what this hope of our 
ſaluation is, ceaſerh not continually to bend his force 
againſt the foundation and fortretſe of our faith, And 
ſurcly,if Sathan by his principall Miniſters the Ieſvuites 
and Seminaric Pricſts,can once ſhake the ground. worke 
whereon we build our health and Saluation(which is the 
affiance in Chriſt our God, and credite to his word) if he 


. can but once perſwade vs to retire from that ho!d and 


ground we ſtand vpon, as vpon anvnmoucable rocke, 
then hath he wonne his deſire : then enters he with t an- 
ners diſplaied ypon vs,toſling vs vp & downe with every 
blaſt of dorine, and beatcth vs downe to the pit of 
damnation, For the calier compaſling of this his wicked 
delignement, ſome be perſwaded by arguments, and by 
reaſons to forlake their faith, and ſo by this meancs 
draweth them to ſundric-herclies and crrours: others 
he forceth by torments and perſecutions quite to giue 
ouer their hold: others againe he winneth, and allureth 
to him(clfe with baites ot pleaſures to denie Chriſt: and 
ſo [lian perceiving that tormentrs could not preuaile 
to cauſe the Chriſtians torcuen ge their profeiſion, gaue 
them the greateſt roomes and honours of his king- 


dome, cucn as Sathan when he could not by Pom 


oucrcome our Sauiour Chrilt, offered him all cheking- 
domes of the world, if he would fall downe before him 
and worſhip him. The onely powerfull meanesto with- 
ſtandall the forcible atlaults of Sathan is, whenſoever 
he offereth vs to runneto the walles of faith, betaking 
our {clues cach man to his defece,as in the certaine truth 
of godseternall teſtament, Stand faſt, ſaith the Apoſtle 
to the Theſſalonians, and kcepe the traditions, which 
ye hauc becne taught. And to the Corinthians to the 
ſame purpolc he ſaith watch ye; ſtand faſt : and quite your 
ſelues 
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felnes like men, and be ſtrong. Let the feare of the Lordbe 


von you, Sticke faſt vnto the Lord, and cleaue vnto 
him with a perpetuall coucnant which ſhall never be 
forgotten. Three waics there are whereby we may grow 
tothis reſolution : firſt by remembring the intolerable 
paines of hell if wee doe reuole; ſecondly by thinking 
of the vnſpeakable ioyes of heauen, if wee continue 
firme : Thirdly looking vpon ſuch who haue ſutfered 
before vs, and to propole them vnto vs forexamples 
of imiration. And ſo to ſhew the like conſtancic'in clea« 
ving vnto God which they did. We hauec recordedin 
ſcripture the examples of Daziz; of the three children, 
of Eleazar and ſundric others who for the zeale they 
bare to the religion of their God, were reſolute to in- 
dure molt crucll torments, The Apoltlc to the He» 
brewes mentioneth ſuch , who being (trong in faith, 
when they were tried by racking, yet would not, or ca- 


red not to be deliuered that they might receiue a bet- Hebx TY 


ter reſurrection. We haue againe in the Eccleliallicall 
Hiltories, the examples of cighteene hundred thou- 
ſand Chriſtians in the time of thetenne primitiue per- 
ſecutions which were done ro molt cruell deaths, onely 
becauſe they would not forſake their Chriſtian religion. 
And to come necrer home to our owne daies we haue 
examples of our owne brethren in Queene Marics 
daics, who for the zcale they bare tothe houſe of God, 
were contentto yecld their backes tothe ſcourge, their 
neckes to the tormentours, their bodies to the furious 
flames of 6re, their ſoules with ioy into the hands of 
him that made them. Concerning whom I doubt nor, 
but that cuery true member of the Catholike Church, 
may with from her very heart, that his /orele might die the 
death of thoſe righteous perſons, and that his latter end mught 
be like onto therrs, 

This is then the exhortation which Els giueth to 
thoſe wauing and waucring 1/raeljtes, which g's wy 
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reſolue whether God or Bal was to be worſhipped, if 
God be the Lord, follow him, cleauec faſt vnto him, and 
ſcruc him with all the deſire of your hearts: but Godis | 
the Lord,yca the onely Lord, therefore he onely isto be 
worſhipped. Itisthe Lord onely that formeth the light, 
and createth the darkeneſle: it is he that hath made all 
things, which hath ſpread out the heauens alone, and 
ſtretched out the carth by himſelfe, it is he that can fore- 
tell things before they come to palle : it is he alone that 
can ſay my coun(cll ſhall ſtand, and whatſocuer 1 will 
hauc cometo palle,ſhall cometopallc: it is he that brin- 
geth Princes tonothing, and maketh the iudges of the 
carth as vanitic: yeait is the cucrlaſting God that hath 
created the ends ofthe carth, and bringeth outall their 
armies by numbers,and calleth them all by theKnames: 
And therefore he onely is the Lord. 

As for Baal, if he be a God, let him plead foFNimſelfe 
againſt him that caſt downe his Altar, faith eas the fa- 
ther of Gideon, after that his ſonne had deſtroyed the 
Altar of Baal, and cut downe the grouc thatwas by it. 
Baal can giue you nothing : he can doe neither good 
norcuill, andtherefore he is no god :thougha man cry 
ynto him, yet cannot he anſwere him, nor deliuer him 
out of his tribulation and therefore he is no God, 

The Papiſts are much grieued with vs,becauſe we will 
not acknowledge the Sacrament of the Altar to be our 
Lord,and our God, and thereupon caſt this vniult aſper- 
ſion vpon vs, and falſely charge vs, that Fe call the bodie 
of Chriſt an abominaG6le idell, True it is indeed that we call 
thatan abominablc idoll. Which they terme the body of 
Chriſt, and vader that pretence fall downe before it to 
worſhip it,and call it Lord and God, in doing whereof what 
otherthing doe they but make aGod of a peece of bread, 
and ynder the name of the bodic of Chriſt,ſet vp an 1doll 
in the Church of God. Butas forthe bodie of Chriſt 
wee hauc cucrmore confelled with Chry/oftome that it is 
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worthie of the higheſt honour, aa being inſeparablic ioyned , 
to his God-heade in one i \ at the right og _ 
+ hand of God: and weeadore it, and worſhip it, cuen as * © 

the bodie of the ſonne of God: not onely for the tur- 

ning of an hand, as the Papiſts vſc todo,while the prieſt 

is able to hold vp the Sacrament, and that with doubt of 

our (clues whether wee doe well orno, which thing is vt- 

terly vacomfortable,and dangerous, and full of terrours 

tothe conſcience : but we worſhip that bleſſed and glo» 

rious bodic, as thatbleilcd Martyr S. Stephen did, being 

in heaven , atthe right hand of the power of God, and 

therefore withoutdoubt or danger; and that at all times, 

and for euer: and we belicue,and thus wee teach,that Te- 

ſus Chriſt,cuen in the nature and ſubſtance. of our flclh, is 

the Lordin the gloric of Godthe Father. 

Howbeit weſay Chriſts bodic is one thing, the Sacra- 
ment another. The Sacrameris an carthly thing,Chrilts 
bodice an heauenly thing : the Sacrament is corruptible, 

Chriſts bodicis glorious: the Sacrament is recciued into 
our bodies,Chriſts body is only recciued into our ſouls, 
andentreth not into our bodies. ( 

S. Luke reporteth how that the Diſciples of Chriſt be- Luk 24 38. 
ingabaſhed at Chriſtes ſuddaine preſence among them, 39 
andthrough feare, ſuppoſing they had ſcene a ſpirite or 
Ghoſt,our Saviour ſpake vntothem in this manner: ky 
are yee troubled? and wher: fore doe dowbts ariſe in your hearts? 
behold mine handes and my feete, for it s I my ſelfe: bandle 
wee , and ſee me : for a ſpirite hath not fleſh aud bones as yee 
fee me haxe , and ſo ſhewed them both his hands and his 
feete. Euen foverily, the Sacrament it (elfe, if it could 
ſpeake,would ſpeake in this manner,at the time of the c- 
leuationto the (tanders by : why doc ſuch thoughts ariſc 
in your harts,as tothinke that I am your Lord and God® 
Why ſtand yethus gazing , thus knocking your brealts, 
and bending your knees to me. Handle me,taſte me,and 
looke vpon mc,and ſee whether I hauc not allthe _ 
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rall properties of true bread : that is, whether I haue not 
the very forine, ſhape, ſauour, ſmell, colcur, and weight 
of bread. As for the bodice of Chriſt, it cannot bee bro- 
ken with hands,or grated with teeth,or conuecied intothe 
bellie, as you ſee that I am, The bread of life cannot be 
felt,ſcene,or raſted,or diſcerned by any outward ſence,as 
you ſce that I am : and therefore belicue them not which 
teach you otherwiſe, for | an) bread, I am no God. 


Duarta Pars. 


Hauing thus farre ſpoken of the'exhortation of the 
Prophet Elias, wherein hee exhorteth them to be con= 
ſtant in religion, and conſtant in the confeſſion of him, 
which is the onely truc God : it remaineth now in the 
laſt place to ſhewe vnto you, what the ſuccetle was,which 
inſued vpon the Prophets reproofe,which at the fir(t was 
thus,thatthe people anſwered him not a word , ſtanding 
in doubt, whether hee were the onely God orno. But a 
little afterwards,when they ſaw how miraculouſllic the fire 
of the Lord fell, and conſumed the burnt offer ing, and the wood, 
and the ſtones, and the duFft, and licked vp the water which nas 
in the ditch, being moucd with this ſtrange and miracu- 
lous worke of God, they were ſodainly changed in their 
opinions,and falling on their faces, cryed out, the Lord is 
God, the Lord is God : Where we may [ce,that howſocuer 
it may be,that God permitteth his owne people for ſome 
certaine time, to fall into manie dangeruus crrours, yet 
ſuch is his great mercie towards themthat firſt or laſt he 
calleth them home againe,and will net ſutferthem final- 
lietoperiſh , as here heedealt with his owne people of 
Iſraell, 

There is no one thing more commonly obieed by 
Papilts againſtthe religion of the Proteſtants, then that, 
as they ſay,wee have no miracles in our church. If your 


Church be the true church, if the doQtrine you teach = 
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the truc Catholike faith of Chriſt, where bee your mira. 

cles, ( ſay they) and where bee thoſe ſignes and wonders 

among you , which may proue vto vs,that your rcligi- 

on is of God ? 

Tothe which objcRion I anſwere with Chryſoltome, Opere . 

that there was a tim? wherein of olde it was known: by miracles, fefto, Hum: 

who were true Chriftians, who were falſe, and where a man 49 

might finde the true Church of God mdeede : but now ſaith 

hee; the working of miracles is quite taken away, and is rather 

found among them that are falſe Chriſtians, Which ſpeech 

of that learned father is truely veritied this day in the 

church of Antichriſt , where the Papiſts can make their 

Croiſes to ſpeake, their Idollesto goe, their images to 

weepe, to ſweate,to laugh,to ſhiftthemſclues ſrom place, 

to light their owne lamps: Yea,the vnholy fathers of the 

ſocictic of Icſus, to ſet a glorious countenance of their 

miracles,tell vs in great ſadnes,that with their holie-wa- 

ter, they hauecalmed he Sea , chaſed away mize out of 

the countrey,and hauc made barren women to conceiue, 

and bearc children. But again(t ſuch miracle-mongers, 

faith Auguſtine ', My Ged bath armed mee, laying, m the Traflat: in 

latter dayes there ſhall ariſe falſe Prophets, working ſfignes and [oh: 13. 

worders, to deceit the very Elelt of God, if it were poſſible. 

True it is, the Apoſtles wrought miracles , but it was 

thereby to confirme the Golpel,they preached,as the E- 

uangelifl writeth,7 he Lord wrought with them, & confirmed 

the word with ſiones that followed. And theApolt: tothe He- Mar: 16.20 

brues likewiſclaith,rhar ſalnation at the firſt bega to be prea- 

ched by the Lird co was confirmed wnte vs by them that heard 

him(meaning the Apoltles) bearing n#txes thereunto with 

foanes & wonders, with druers gifts of the holy Ghoſt,accor= Heb: 2. 3.4. 

ding to hu will, In the firſt beginning then,and gathering 

of thechurch,miracl-s were neceſlarie- But as when wee 

goc about to plant a tree,{o long we water it,vntill we (ce 

it hath takEroot,but when itis once ſubſtantially groun- 

ded,and branches ſpread abroad,wee take no more paine 
H 2 to 
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to waterit, Solikewiſe,as long asthe people of the world 
were altogether faithleſſe , this m-ancs of miracles for 
confirmation of dodtrine , was of Indulgence graunted 
then. But wh en once ſpiritual! inftruftion had taken 
better place,the corporall ſrzncs ſurceaſed (traight. The 
kingdome and Churcii of Chriſt was planted in the pow« 
er of doAtine and miracles by the power of the holic 
Ghoſt. Now thereſore itis again(t faith, if any looke for 
miracles againe to confirme the Goſpell, whichis alrca- 
die ſo confirmed, that if an Angel from heanen, ſhould 
preach vnto vs aty otherwiſe,then thatwhich hath bene 
preached vr.tovs, let him be accurſed, Secing then.the 
dodrine this day taught, profelled, and preached inthe 
Church of England, is the veric ſame dofrine which 
Chriſt himſelfe deliuered to his Apoſtles, and they, to 
their afrercommers, there needeth no other confirmati» 
on by miracles to be wrought by-vs., 


Thus haue I with what perſpicuitic and brevitic the 
proportion of the time allotted vnto mee would permit, 
runne ouer this portion of holy ſcripture. The Lorde 
giue a bleſſing vnto the wordes which you haue heard 
this day with your outward cares out of my mouth, and 
by the ſecret working of his holy fpirite,giue ſuch force 
vntothem, that they may become fruitfull in the hearts 
of you all, And foraſmuch as the Lord intheſe Hal- 
cion,and happie daycs of ours,hath dealt with vs in farre 
greater m*rciegthen hee hath done with any other nation 
beſides,in that wee haue ct his great ciemencic theſe ma» 
ny yearcs together cnioyed with libertie of bodie, and 
freedome of conſcience , the greateſt joy and felicitic 
that ever betided any-people,cuenthe (incere preaching 
of his moſt ſacred word and Goſpell, with che right and 
due adminiſtration of his Sacraments,with health,peace, 
libertic, and quictnelle, ynder the wile, godly, and molt 
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peaceable goucrnment of his choſen ſcruant Elizabeth, 
our late Queene and Miſtrifle, & now at this time vnder 
the gauerncment of our mol] gracious Soucraign Lord 
King Iames, whole life the Lord preſerue, and long con- 
tinue among vs: that conſidering how the Lord hath 
rrultiplied his graces, and bleflings vpon vs, that we 
may eucrmore continue conſtant and ftedfaſt in the 
profeſſion of his cternall truth, that what oppolition (o- 
cuer we find in the world of fawning flatteric or perſecu- 
ting crucltic, that we never ſuffer our (clues to be remo- 
ued from the ſame, but that we may ſtriue for the truth 
cuen to death, holding faſt that which we hauc vntill the 
comming of our Lord leſus Chriſt : that we neuer halt 
ordouble in matter of religion, nor waue betweene two 

pinions, but that wee may (tedfaſtly cleaue vntothe 
Mfrs all the daics of our life, that wee neuer admit any 
fellowſhip, or communion with the Church of Rome, 
knowing that the whole religion of poperic, wherein it 
ditfereth from vs, is nothing elſe but a moſt wicked apo- 
aci=- from the ancient faith. So that being confirmed 
and ſtrengthened, andeſtabliſhed in that Goſpel, which 
hath beene preached vnto vs, which we haue recciucd, 
wherein we continue, and Thich is able to ſaue vs, we 
may cuery day more ang more,grow in grace,and in the 
knowledge ot our Lord, and Sauiour leſus Chriſt,to the 
which Chrift Ieſus, together with the father, and the 
holy Ghoſt, be alcribed all power, glory, dominion, 
and Maicſtic,both now and cucrmore; Amen, 
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